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Safeguarding Global Trade Through Resilient Maritime Corridors
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Safeguarding Global Trade Through Resilient How few narrow sea passages carry
Maritime Corridors .
AAAAAA most of the world's trade, and a
i (8 S ' disrupﬁon at any one of them falls
e e i ot e e e s Author hard est on countries t haf have no

second route.

Facts
B Maritime fransporf : carries 80 per B Strait of Hormuz : carries ||
cent of infernational merchandise trade by per cent of 9Ioba/ trade and 34
volume and more than 70 per cent bg per cent of seaborne oil
value. exporfs.

B Landlocked developing countries : pay transit costs 85 per cent above the world
average, and Small [sland Developing States connecﬁvify is more than ten times lower

than other states.
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Analytical Crux

Maritime transport is the primary artery of 9/obal trade. A <:ho/<e,ooimL
closure is never one shock but it is two. [he price shock reaches everybody
and the routing shock reaches on/y those who cannot reroute. [ his is whg
the same closure means a higher freighf bill in Europe and a food supp/g
question in a Pacitfic island state. The cost of disrupﬁon is settled /ong
before the c/isrupﬁon happens, by how many routes, porfs and digifa/
systems a country has a/readnj built. A state a/ready paying more in interest
than on its schools cannot borrow its way Hwough a four-month freighf
spi/<e. Resilience at sea is therefore a o/eve/o,omemL question before it is a

maritime one.

Verbatim Quotes

"Enhancing the resilience of g/oba/ trade corridors requires a shift

from reactive crisis response towards proacﬁve structural measures.

— Luisa Rodriguez
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After Abeyance: Indus Basin and the New Water Politics
BiNatstrat 005 xm

| After the abeyance in /‘\pri/ 2025,
T | whether the Indus Waters Treafg

can still govern water relations

between India and Pakistan.

Facts
B Western Rivers : [ndus, Jhelum and L] Treafy sets three stages :
Chenab. allocated to Pakistan for Permanent Indus Commission for
unrestricted use: Eastern Rivers: Ravi "disagreemenf", Neutral ExloemL
Beas and SuHej, allocated to India for for "difference”. and Court of
unrestricted use. Arbitration for "dispufe

B Article [V(IS) keeps territorial sovereigm‘g over the rivers with India: the Treafg

governs use of the waters not ownership of the rivers.
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Analytical Crux

The Treaty outlived three wars because it was deliberately narrow i. e. water and
rules on/g but no po/iﬁcs. [ he abeyance removes that insulation. [he dispufe runs on
two tracks that never meet i. e. India treats the Treafy as suspended while Pakistan
keeps invoking its machinery, and each side has a reason to hold its posiﬁon rather
than settle. What abeyance hands India is not water but time, the freedom to build
the storage and regu/aﬂon it never built while the Trem‘g shaped its design choices.
Pakistan's sfronger IooimL has a/wags been Iega/ and moral rather than technical which
is why it arques in the Securify Council instead of over pondage figures. However, a
comp/efe /ega/ vicfory would leave 9roundwafer depleﬂon, irrigaﬂon losses and inter-

provincia/ quarre/s untouched and Pakistan's real water crisis is a domestic one.

Verbatim Quotes

"Securing access to water and ensuring water avai/abi/h‘g are not

synonymous. A sustainable sfrafegy requires capacify, credibi/ifg, and

restraint.”
— Uttam Kumar Sinha
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After BRICS, it’s time to navigate the realities of great power rivalries

After BRICS, it’s time to navigate the
realities of great power rivalries
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Facts

B (20 at Miami : includes China Russia
India. Brazil Indonesia, Saudi Arabia and
South Africa, and unlike BRICS it also
includes the United States, Europe and

JGPGH.

Trump and Xi : meet again
on the margins of the APEC
summit. and if Putin could

join, furning a (42 into a (43.

Russia : H:ough economica//g diminished retains mi/h‘ary power, geographica/ reach

and dip/omaﬁc weigh+ across Eurasia and drawn closer to Beymg.
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Analytical Crux

Summits are where 9rea+—power bilateralism gefs transacted. V\/ashingfon and Beying are

the on/y states with the clout to shape 9/oba/ economic order. +echnologg standards. and
supp/y chains. China is about three-fifths of BRICS oufpuf and America is about three-

fitths of the (47's. The failure to agree a (420 statement shows that when the two
/arges+ economies disagree, collective action sfops; and when Hweg agree, the bargain is
struck over everyone else’s head. The caution for India is se/f—descripﬁon, because
mulﬁpo/arify is being recited as a descripﬁon of the present when it is still an aspiration.
T he working position for Delhi is to operate in the space between two giants rather than
to celebrate a distribution of power that has not arrived. [herefore. India mi9h7L want a

mu/ﬁpo/ar world but we are not there gef and we mighf even be moving away from it.

Verbatim Quotes

"Organisaﬁons like the APEC. BRICS, EU. (47 and NATQO don't
shape the world order. They operafe within the paramefers set by

great-power poliﬁcs. )

— Raja Mohan
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UPSC LINK

» PSIR 2026, Paper II: What is UNCLOS? Explain its salient
features.

* GS 2026, Paper II: “BRICS acts as a powerful counterweight
in global governance, actively amplifying the voice and
influence of the Global South.” Explain the role of BRICS in

projecting itself as an alternative to other groupings.

» PSIR 2025, Paper II: Global South-sensitive model of
globalization would prevent the danger emanating from
overcentralized globalization. Discuss.

» PSIR 2025, Paper II: India continues to invoke its time-tested
policy of strategic autonomy vis-a-vis both the United States of
America and Russia by rejecting US’ offer of mediation on
Kashmir issue and by refusing to criticize Russia in its ongoing
war against Ukraine. Comment.

» PSIR 2024, Paper II: Discuss the potential role that India
could play as the leader of the Global South in realising the
goal of establishing a new international economic order in the
21st century.
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