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Under PM Modi’s leadership, India’s foreign policy has grown confident in its own skin

Over the last twelve years
India’s foreign policy has moved
from caution to confidence, and
from accepting global rules to
shaping them.

Context

Facts

Rule-shaping agenda : India pushed the
Global South’s shift “from rule-takers to
rule-shapers”, with a 10-proposal global
governance reform roadmap.

BRICS positioning : India kept
BRICS ‘non-Western’ rather
than ‘anti-Western’, which
protected its strategic flexibility.

Security widened : Security now covers economic, technological and health
resilience, beyond military preparedness and counterterrorism.
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Analytical Crux

India has stopped reacting to the international order and started shaping it. India
produced an agreed G20 declaration in 2023 despite the Ukraine divide, and a unanimous
BRICS declaration in 2026, while keeping BRICS non-Western rather than anti-
Western so that the Global South need not pick a side. The aim is to keep every major
door open i.e. a technology partnership with the United States, energy ties with Russia
despite Western pressure, and normalisation with China on India’s condition of peace on
the border. Security widens to cover supply chains, technology and health, and help to
neighbours. Therefore, this record reads as multi-alignment in practice, built on
institutions and continuity as much as on personal diplomacy.

Verbatim Quotes

“A reflexively cautious approach has given way to self-assured
maturity, and its regional footprint has extended to the global stage.”

“In this framework, true sovereignty requires shielding the nation
from weaponised supply chains and technological dependencies.”

— Sreemoy Talukdar
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The Russia-China bilateral deepens

Russia and China, rivals after the
Sino-Soviet split, have built a
close partnership. The reasons for
it are a settled border, Western
sanctions on Russia, growing
trade and warm public opinion.

Context

Facts

Public opinion : A Levada Centre poll of
January 2026 found 83 per cent of
Russians view China favourably. The figure
was under 50 per cent in 1996.

Trade : Bilateral trade grew
22 per cent in the first half
of 2026, to over 135 billion
US dollars.

Putin’s state visit to China in May 2026 : marked 25 years of the Treaty of
Good-Neighbourliness and Friendly Cooperation.
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Analytical Crux

Russia and China have moved on from the Sino-Soviet split. Its foundation was
the step-by-step settlement of their border between 1991 and 2008. Western
pressure pushed Moscow towards Beijing, first after the Georgia war of
2008 and more after the Ukraine war and the sanctions. China has also built
the tie through visa-free travel, students, tourists and dubbed television, and
Russian opinion moved with diplomacy, from under 50 per cent favourable in
1996 to 83 per cent in 2026. Parts of the Moscow elite resent Russia’s
growing dependence on China, while Beijing values Russia as an energy source
and a partner against Western influence in Central Asia and the Global South.

Verbatim Quotes

“Beijing essentially views Moscow as both a reliable source of energy
and a partner to counter Western expansion in Central Asia and the
Global South, a role the Russians are comfortable with.”

— Ajay Kamalakaran
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China’s strategy amid West Asia’s security realignment

What Xi Jinping’s four-point plan
for West Asian security reveals
about China’s approach to the
region.

Context

Facts

Cairo formula : In talks with
President El-Sisi, Xi set out a four-
point formula for a new West Asian
security architecture.

China : unleash the internal
momentum of regional common
security by reducing “interference
by external forces”.

China opposes the weaponisation of international waterways and prefers economic
diplomacy.
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Analytical Crux

Xi’s Cairo formula is China’s first detailed plan for West Asian security. Its
idea is that the region should look after its own security, with fewer outside
powers, development as the base of stability and the United Nations as the
framework. It comes as the war on Iran, the closure of Hormuz and doubts
about American protection push Gulf states to hedge. The Mecca pact
focuses on regional strategic autonomy i.e. a loose arrangement that dilutes
American primacy without forming a bloc China must oppose. China gains
influence through arms and technology trade while staying militarily
disengaged.

Verbatim Quotes

“This is a moment during which Beijing can throw cautious support
behind attempts among regional actors to pursue autonomy, with little
practical cost to itself.”

— Manoj Kewalramani
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UPSC LINK

• PSIR 2026, Paper II: India has adopted multi-alignment to fulfill its
core values and interests in International relations. Discuss.

• PSIR 2026, Paper II: Critically evaluate India-Russia relations in
the 21st century. How have both the countries responded to America
meddling in their relations in the recent times.

• PSIR 2026, Paper II: India has recognised that West Asia is not a
single contest, but a tangle of rivalries, bargains and anxieties.
Comment.

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: Critically analyze the different phases of
India’s foreign policy since independence. How justified, do you
think, is S. Jaishankar’s classification of the current phase as the
phase of ‘energetic diplomacy’?

• GS 2025, Paper II: “The reform process in the United Nations
remains unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East and
West and entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.”
Examine and critically evaluate the East-West policy confrontations
in this regard.

• GS 2025, Paper II: “Energy security constitutes the dominant
kingpin of India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s
overarching influence in Middle Eastern countries.” How would you
integrate energy security with India’s foreign policy trajectories in
the coming years?
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