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How ASEAN and the Quad Are Quietly Aligning in an Era of Strategic Competition

Context

The Quad foreign ministers’ meeting, held
alongside the 59th ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting, shows the Quad and
ASEAN aligning through practical cooperation
while each keeps its separate identity.

Facts

Four areas of cooperation : maritime and
transnational security, economic prosperity,
critical and emerging technologies, and
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

All four Quad members : are
ASEAN Comprehensive Strategic
Partners and reaffirmed support
for ASEAN unity and centrality.

Divergence : Quad emphasises countering China’s assertive behaviour. ASEAN leans
towards economic integration, non-alignment and neutrality, because China is the major
trading partner of ASEAN countries.
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Analytical Crux

The Quad and ASEAN are aligning through functional cooperation rather than
institutional integration. ASEAN remains the centre of gravity of regional architecture,
and Quad works inside that order as a capacity-enhancing partner. It benefits ASEAN
because it can take resources, training and technology in maritime security, emerging
technologies and HADR without joining a bloc against China. However, China is its
major trading partner, it decides by consensus, and the Philippines and Vietnam read
the sea differently from Cambodia and Laos. For India it matches its own Indo-Pacific
position, where ASEAN centrality and Quad stand together. The alignment will be
judged by delivery in maritime security, technology transfer and HADR, and a regular
Quad-ASEAN forum would give it a structure that summit meetings do not.

Verbatim Quotes

“ASEAN provides the centre of gravity for the Indo-Pacific’s
multilateral architecture and the Quad provides a flexible mechanism
for mobilising capabilities and resources among four democracies.”

— Simran Walia
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Europe rearms: Is the war economy back?

Context

Whether Europe’s record
peacetime rearmament marks the
return of a war economy, and
what India should learn from it.

Facts

SIPRI : World military spending
reached $2.89 trillion in 2025.
European spending rose 14 per cent
in one year to $864 billion.

ReArm Europe / Readiness 2030
aims at €800 billion : about 
€650 billion from fiscal flexibility and 
€150 billion from SAFE loans.

EU spending (European Defence Agency) : €418 billion in 2025 and projected 
€454 billion (2.4 per cent of GDP) in 2026. It could reach €547 billion by 2029.
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Analytical Crux

Europe is rearming in peacetime because of two fears i.e. Russia to the east, and an
American guarantee that looks conditional and transactional. Money is flowing
through NATO’s 5 per cent target, looser EU fiscal rules and SAFE loans. Europe
faces a timing problem as well because autonomy needs European industry,
readiness needs American equipment, and Germany’s preference for Rheinmetall
pulls against a common European effort. Europe’s “Made in Europe” rules mirror
Make in India and may open a market for the Indian defence industry. The 
guns-versus-butter trade-off returns with rearmament, because every euro
borrowed for deterrence will compete with pensions, health and the green transition.

Verbatim Quotes

“Strategic autonomy has a price tag, and that a nation which depends
on a single foreign patron for its most sensitive weapons is a nation
whose foreign policy can become vulnerable to external pressure.”

— Akhileshwar Sahay
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A war room for India in an age of sanctions

Context

US secondary sanctions and Iran’s listing of
ships at Hormuz reach Indian homes through
banks, insurers and shipping routes that no
single Ministry tracks. India therefore needs a
permanent “war room” for economic coercion.

Facts

United States sanctioned :
four India-based firms and
three Indian nationals over
Iranian oil trade.

Operation Economic Outcast : The United
States widened its secondary-sanctions threat
across five Iranian sectors: digital assets,
technology, gold, aviation and shipping.

Proposal for India : an Economic Security and Sanctions Office under the Cabinet
Secretariat. It would bring together officials for foreign policy, finance, commerce,
energy, shipping, law and defence, along with the RBI and market regulators.
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Analytical Crux

Sanctions travel along networks and India’s sovereignty is tested twice: once
when Delhi decides, and again when that decision meets a New York bank or
the Strait of Hormuz. Secondary sanctions work because banks and insurers
protect their access to American finance even where Indian law permits the
trade. A legal objection alone therefore leaves Indian firms carrying the cost.
China can defy American sanctions because of its market power, state-directed
economy and hold over supply chains. India, with deep financial and commercial
ties to the United States, cannot copy it. Foreign pressure moves through one
system. No single Ministry follows the whole journey. The next sanctions crisis
may begin with a name on a Washington list and end in an Indian kitchen.

Verbatim Quotes

“Rupee settlement can preserve lawful trade when sellers accept it,
but cannot shield a bank that still needs New York.”

— Syed Akbaruddin
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UPSC LINK

• PSIR 2026, Paper II: QUAD requires more robust architecture
than the summit driven mode to tide over the current
challenges. Elaborate.

• PSIR 2026, Paper II: Critically evaluate India-Russia relations
in the 21st century. How have both the countries responded to
America meddling in their relations in the recent times.

• GS 2026, Paper II: “IPMDA (Indo-Pacific Partnership for
Maritime Domain Awareness) bridges the gap between India’s
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) vision and
the Quad’s collective Indo-Pacific strategy.” Make a critical
assessment of the statement focusing on IPMDA.

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: “Trump’s return to the White House is a
jolt to push the European Union to invest in its own defence
and economic and technological revival.” Comment.

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: How successful has the ‘ASEAN Plus
Three’ been in addressing regional problems? Support your
answer with specific examples.

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: The tariff threats have pushed India and
the European Union closer. Evaluate the India-EU partnership.
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