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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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In dire straits: UNGA’s diplomatic test in West Asia

In dire straits: UNGA’s diplomatic How the Iran war and the Houthi
test in West Asia blockade of Saudi shipping have

,omL two chokepoinfs, the Strait
of Hormuz and the Bab el-
Mandeb, at the centre of the
UN General /\ssemb/y's debate.

Firstpost. @ ¥y &

TRENDING | US-Iran war  Russia elections  Battle within Tata Group Merz election woes Lindsay Clancy trial

chokepoints.

Facts
B Two chokepoim‘s : Hormuz and Bab el- B Sclective blockade : on/g
Mandeb fogeﬁwer handle about 15 per cent Saudi ships and cargo are
of 9Ioba/ seaborne trade and 35 per cent of blocked, which keeps Western
the world's seaborne oil trade. navies out.

B UNSC veto : China and Russia vetoed the American resolution on UN moniforing of

[ranian sanctions.
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Analytical Crux

The West Asian crisis has become a contest over two straits. and control of a
chokepoim‘ gives an actor bargaining power far begond its size. [he Houthi blockade
is selective, i.e. by IeHing every ship +hrou9h excep7L Saudi ones it has kepf the
United States and other \Western navies away and left Saudi Arabia to figH alone.
Weritten alliances have produced no action, since neither the Mecca Alliance nor the
Red Sea Alliance has moved a partner. Oil markets have held because trade has
been rerouted Hwough Fujaimh, Yanbu and the SUMED pipe/ine, and not because
the danger has passed. /‘\ng breakfhrough at the UN will therefore come from
bargains struck on the margins among V\/ashingfon, Tehran, Beying and the Qulf

caph‘a/s.

‘ Verbatim Quotes \

"With the midterm elections fast approaching, Trump is unwi//ing to

open another front in West Asia that wou/djeopardize the g/oba/

economy and. more crucia/ly, pump prices in the US."

- R. Swaminathan
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Bangladesh Skips BRICS 2026: The Diplomatic Opportunity That Left Dhaka Behind
SOUTH ASIA MONITOR PR
A STRATEGIC AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC POLICY PLATFORM Society for Policy Studies CO n-'-ex-l-

OOOOOOOOOOO o | et roserconaes | conmens | et Bang/adesh lost a chance to widen its

Home ' Geopolitics, Security and Strategic Affairs Bangladesh Skips BRICS 2026: The Diplomatic Opportunity That Left Dhaka be

diplomatic options by staying away from
Bangladesh Skips BRICS 2026: The Diplomatic P P H y 9 H

Upperiumly Thet Le Hidke el the BRICS Outreach session at the I8th

The question, therefore, is not whether Bangladesh could have secured a particular agreement simply by attending. There
is no guarantee that participation in a summit automatically produces investment or diplomatic breakthroughs. The
question is whether Bangladesh benefited by being absent.

gl 5 van s chouinry | 21, 2 BRICS Summit in New Delhi (12—13

A Q Sepfember Z 026).

Facts

B Dhaka's reason : "no scope"
to attend because the
invitation went to the
BIMSTEC chair and not the
Prime Minister.

B Two invitations : [ndia invited Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman to the BRICS
Outreach session as BIMSTEC chair and,

separm‘e/y, for a bilateral visit.

B Bilateral first : Dhaka wants Rahman's first visit to India to take p/ace in a

bilateral not a multilateral seHing.
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Analytical Crux

In a mu/ﬁpo/ar order, the influence of a smaller state comes from being presemL in many
forums, and a quesﬁon of profoco/ is poor reason to give that up. Bang/adesh made the
capacifg of the invitation, BI/MSTEC chair or Prime Minister, the deciding issue, and lost
a sing/e room ho/ding India. China, Russia, the Qulf states and deve/opmenf lenders. [ts
membership of the New DevelolomemL Bank shows it is a/r‘eadg inside the BRICS economic
sysfem, and absence profecfed nofhing. The real cause lies in the Hasina dispufe and
Dhaka's wish that the first meeﬁng with India be bilateral fhough bilateral and multilateral
tracks can run side blj side. For any state that claims an indepenc/emL for‘eign po/icy,

engc:gememL is not a/ignmemﬂ and more channels, not fewer, /<eep its sfrafegic opﬁons open.

‘ Verbatim Quotes \

“In an increasing/y compeh’ﬁve and mu/h’po/ar international

environment, sfanding outside imporfanf rooms can become cosﬂg—nof

because every meeﬁng produces an immediate breakfhrough, but

because influence is often accumulated H)rough sustained presence."

- Salah Uddin Shoaib Choudhurg
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A world on the brink, dip y and politics as usual

A world on the brink, diplomacy
and politics as usual

Context

S mae F\ s I he Xi—Trump meeting, the UN General
- Assembly, the SCO at Bishkek and the
BRICS summit in Delhi all fall within a few
e, B : weeks. [he question is whether the season
_  of summits is making the world any safer.
acts
The summit season : Xi Jinping B Wars without settlement : none of the four
and Donald Trump are to meet, and sysfemic wars, i.e. Russia-Ukraine, America-
world leaders 9a+her‘ at UNGA. A Iran Iran-Saudi and Israel and its
new forum of leaders, P¥/V\ with neighbours, has a bargaining solution within
Canada, Europe, Brazil and Kenya the current frameworks of +erri+ory, power
has been announced. and prestige.

Domestic limits : leaders cannot surrender territory, accept defeat or concede fechnological

advances to an adversary without paying a price at home.
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Analytical Crux

[ he danger is structural rather than persona/. Power is spread so that neither China nor the
United States can impose an order. which prevemLs hegemong but also prevemLs collective
action. Leaders answer to voters on prices, ferriforg and +echno/ogy, and the cost of acﬁng
for humanifg falls on them +oday while the benefit lies far in the future. In normal times this
tension is manageab/e. Now, with wars that have no bargaining solution an Al race that
needs s/owing down and climate talks stuck on enerqy security. Summits keep up a sense of
norma/cg, but dip/omacg on/y tries to keep what we have may end in war. [herefore,

countries have to continue to act norma//y when the stakes are no /onger normal.

‘ Verbatim Quotes \

"There are no hegemons. Countries can constrain each other. But

Hweg cannot produce collective action.”

- Prafap Bhanu Mehta
"Not saving humanify mighf evem‘ual/y be a disaster for any couery,

but frying to save it will often incur a high cost for the leader now."
- Pranap Bhanu Mehta
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Pakistan is playing games with FATF

Context

Before the FATF p/enarg in Paris,

Pakistan has raised the reward

; d?es:y, : September, 2026 @he %tatesma“

||||||

Pakistan is playing games with FATF 7[0"‘ jOiSh -e ‘/V\Ohammed Chi@f
R e e e e T A DR /\/\ asoo d /\ Zl'? ar to R s /0 I OI( h . I-]-
©0x:00 - is to avoid FATF scrutiny and not

a real sfep c:gc:u'r;svL terrorism.

Facts
N Grey list : Pakistan was put on the H US Congress report : |2 of the
grey list in 2018 and taken off in 2022. I5 ferrorist groups operating
[t is still under evaluation by the Asia from Pakistan are designafed
Pacific Group, and the next audit is due Foreign Terrorist Organizaﬁons
in 2024. bg the United States.

B Wanted by India : the number of terrorists India seeks from Pakistan rose by 35
v | y
per cent i.e. from 1330 in 202! to I80%.
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Analytical Crux

Pakistan's higher‘ boumLy on Masood Azhar is a gesture timed for the FATF p/enary. [t does
not match the conduct of a state that shelters him, he/ps rebuild his Bahawa/pur base and
lets its officers attend the funerals of his cadres. For Pakistan the grey list is mainlg an
economic penah‘g, i.e. lost investment costlier loans and USD 38 billion of lost 9row+h.
Removal from the grey list in 2022 did not dismantle the terror infrastructure. The number
of terrorists India seeks from Pakistan rose from 1330 to I80%, and Je/W\ raises money
open/y Hwough more than 290 online wallets. FATF pressure works when moniforingjudges
action on the 9round and not announcements. [he irony is that Pakistan is offering money to
locate a terrorist who a,oamL from opemﬁng from its soil for decades, is profecfed bg its

own securh‘g agencies. Therefore, Pakistan must take concrete action and not make phoney

announcements.

‘ Verbatim Quotes \

"The rea/hLy is that the state supporﬁng terrorism againsvL all its

neighbours - India, /\fghanisfan and Iran is +oday embroiled in its own

internal securify crisis.

- HOFS”)O KGI(CH‘
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Taliban Rule Marks Five Years: Afghanistan’s Evolving Resistance Landscape and
Implications for India

i Indian Council of World Affairs
Sapru House, New Delhi

Five years after the Taliban returned

n About Us Research Events Publications Library ICWA Engages Call for Papers MoU Partners Media Centre

Tenders & Notices RTI & ICC Contact Us

to power on I5 /‘\ugusf 2021 new

Home ICWA Analysis

Taliban Rule Marks Five Years: Afghanistan's Evolving Resistance Landscape and

Implications for India armed groups and quarre/s within

Dr. Anwesha Ghosh | 21 September 2026

L] ' L]
Abstract: The day of August 15 marked five years since the Taliban returned to power, during which it has projected Afghanistan as being firmly under its ¢ -I-h e -I_a I, b an S O Wn ran I< S are -I-es-l-, ng

While the small armed opposition in Panjshir, Badakhshan, and Baghlan's Andarab district failed to mount a significant challenge to Taliban dominance in the
years, the emergence of new anti-Taliban movements has begun to expose cracks in the regime’s narrative of unassailable authority. Although these

developments remain limited in scale and coordination, they merit close attention, particularly for India as it balances pragmatic engagement with the de fa i-I-S C la im O-F C O mP le-l-e C O n-’-rol

authorities against a longer history of shifting Afghan alignments.

Facts

B Pakistan-Taliban hosﬁlh‘y 2 in late
2025 and ear/g 2026, the dispufe B UN mom’foring : 3,68/ securifg and safefg
over lehreek-e-laliban Pakistan incidents between February and /‘\pri/ 2026, a

turned into open ﬁghﬁng and called it 57.7 per cent rise as compared to 2025.

"open WO!"”.

B Badakhshan matters : borders Pakistan's
B Kussia is the first country to formal/y Chitral region and has Tajik and Uzbek populaﬁon.
recognise the laliban '9overnmen+'. [t contains the Wakhan Corridor and has 9old and

lapis lazuli mines.
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Analytical Crux

Five years after +al<in9 Kabul the Taliban hold the cities, the state institutions and the
means of coercion. Since Ju/g 2026, however. their claim of total control has been
dented. A district centre fell for a few hours for the first time since 202l fighﬁng has
spread from north to south and securifg incidents have risen by Sy ik per cent. The
resistance lacks what the Northern Alliance had in the 1990s. Pakistan. now hostile to
the laliban, may hy to fill that gap, fhough /\fghans remember how [slamabad drops
the factions it builds up. [he lack of a secure rear base and reliable external patronage
has therefore /<e,mL the opposiﬂon fragmenfed, under-resourced and confined /arge/y to
hit-and-run operations. New Delhi should continue pmcﬂca/ dealings with the de facto
authorities and keep contact with a wider set of /\fghan actors.

‘ Verbatim Quotes \

“In /\fghanisfan's fluid po/iﬁca/ environment, sfrafegic prudence lies in

preserving mu/ﬁp/e channels of engagemenf rather than re/ying

exclusive/g on a sing/e interlocutor.”

- DI" /A\HWZShCI GhOSl’)

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



UPSC LINK

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: India has recognised that West Asia is not a single
contest, but a tangle of rivalries, bargains and anxieties. Comment.

 PSIR Paper II, 2026: Discuss the main features of the land-boundary
agreement between India and Bangladesh.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: What strategic options can India exercise as a
response to the tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan?

* GS Paper I1I1I, 2026: “Discuss counterfeit currency and money laundering as
major sources of terror funding in India. State the actions being taken at
International level to check these menaces. Highlight the role of Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) and methods of compliance by its member states
in preventing terror funding.”

 PSIR Paper II, 2025: China’s growing footprint and a tangible shift in
power dynamics in Bangladesh has weakened India’s leverage in Dhaka.
Comment.

* GS Paper II, 2025: “The reform process in the United Nations remains
unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East and West and
entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.” Examine and
critically evaluate the East-West policy confrontations in this regard.

* GS Paper II, 2025: “With the waning of globalization, post-Cold War world
is becoming a site of sovereign nationalism.” Elucidate.

« PSIR Paper II, 2024: Discuss the future of SAARC in the light of India’s
increased focus on other regional groupings like ASEAN and BIMSTEC.
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