
26 september 2026 158

Briefs, scans the best academic platforms, national newspapers & leading think tanks
to pick the most relevant articles & research. It converts them into crisp, high-impact
points you can directly use in your mains answers.

Amit Pratap Singh

A R T I C L E

01
Inside America’s

accommodation of
China : Firstpost

A R T I C L E

02
What Killed
Liberalism? :

Project Syndicate

A R T I C L E

03
A declining UN is

not good news for a
rising India :

Indian Express

A R T I C L E

04
No planet without

One Health :
The Statesman

A R T I C L E

05
Revisiting India’s
nuclear doctrine

without revising it :
The Hindu





America is quietly making room for

China at the top of the world order.

Washington wants a two-power

partnership (G2), Beijing wants sole

primacy (G1), and India wants neither.

The G2 idea was floated in American policy
circles around 2008–09, when the financial
crisis made Beijing’s balance sheet look like
the world’s lifeboat.

The 2025 rare earths and magnets squeeze,
which turned decoupling into de-risking and
de-risking into negotiation.

The five-initiative scaffolding from BRI to the Global Governance Initiative at Tianjin: Beijing is building
an alternative order, not joining an existing one.

Roughly a hundred billion dollars of trade deficit with China alongside America as India’s largest export
market: the structural reason India cannot pick a side.
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Inside America’s accommodation of China

Context

Facts



America is offering a partnership while China is accepting a promotion, and the two sides are therefore

not negotiating the same thing. A G2 requires China to accept an order whose architecture i.e. the

dollar, Bretton Woods, the alliance system was built by someone else. For India the conventional fear of

being sidelined by a condominium misreads the situation, because entanglement with both powers is a

source of bargaining power rather than a weakness. America needs India as the only democratic

economy of scale that can absorb supply chains leaving China, and China needs India not to become a

committed American ally on its southern flank. India’s task is not alignment but pricing i.e. extracting

technology and market access from Washington and border stability and investment terms from Beijing.

Therefore, bargaining power comes from being wanted by both and owned by neither.

“Every concession Washington makes in pursuit of a G2 is banked
in Beijing as evidence of a G1 in formation. In a G2 world, the most
valuable actor is the one both giants need and neither owns.”

– Hindol Sengupta
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes



Liberal democracy is failing not

because of any single culprit but

because the coalition that once

sustained it — secure work, strong

unions, dense local institutions —

came apart, and civic renewal alone

cannot rebuild it.

Brown’s Focaldata survey across 20
countries : a 16–20 percentage-point
swing, broken down into trust and contact
(3 points each), financial security (4–5)
and economic optimism (6).

2017 Satyanath–Voigtländer–Voth
finding on interwar Germany : Nazi
Party membership grew faster where
there were more clubs. Social capital is
not inherently liberal.

‘Values-led pragmatism’ : a coalition of responsible states operating under a seven-principle
charter to strengthen cooperation among middle powers.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

What Killed Liberalism?

Context

Facts



The search for a single killer of liberalism is the wrong search, because the causes arrived in sequence and then

reinforced one another. Brown and Acemoglu approach the wreckage from opposite ends. Brown wants to rebuild

trust and association, Acemoglu wants to restore the economic power that made trust rational in the first place. The

sharpest blow to the civic-renewal case is interwar Germany, where associational life was dense and fed fascism

rather than resisting it, which establishes that social capital is a multiplier of whatever politics already exists and not

a liberal safeguard. Even after governments abandoned neoliberal policy, populism kept rising, because the institutions

and the status that work conferred do not return when the jobs do, and political narratives harden long after the

grievance that produced them. Therefore, liberal democracy survives only where people hold real power over the

institutions that govern them and everything else is scaffolding.

“Social capital is not inherently liberal. A trade union builds social
ties, but so does a nationalist party. Liberal democracy depends on
people having some power over the institutions that govern their
lives.”

– Gene Frieda
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India’s rise and the UN’s decline are not

good news together, because a weakened

UN leaves India exposed to rules written by

powerful states, and Indian diplomacy must

therefore work both to gain influence over

UN decisions and to make those decisions

count.

On 21 September, India helped launch Partners
for Multilateralism (P4M) with Brazil, Canada,
Kenya, the EU, Australia and Barbados. It
recognises that economic interdependence is used
to exert pressure, disrupting trade, supply chains
and development finance.

India as a founding member from 1945 with more
than 275,000 personnel contributed to UN
peacekeeping, and its candidature for an elected
Security Council seat for 2028–29.

UN’s value even with a paralysed Council : universal membership, agencies that deliver relief and document the
human cost of crises, and scientific assessments used in climate negotiations.
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A declining United Nations is not good news for a rising India

Context

Facts



The weak UN is a bad bargain for a rising power, which inverts the familiar assumption that great-

power rivalry gives India room to manoeuvre. Rivalry does create space, but it also makes

agreements harder to trust, and a country whose weight is growing needs commitments that survive

a downturn in relations rather than one-off advantages. Sovereignty is no defence when control of

payment and insurance networks lets one state extend its rules into another’s commerce without any

Council authorisation. The solution is coalitional rather than declaratory i.e. P4M, an elected seat

for 2028–29, and joint proposals on climate finance and economic coercion that need not wait for

the deadlock over permanent membership to break. Therefore, the test of India’s UN strategy is

whether it can make agreements bite on powerful states, including when they bite on India.

“Governments whose consent the UN needs are often pursuing
objectives it was established to restrain.”

– Syed Akbaruddin
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India has built a National One Health

Mission, but without statutory backing,

a permanent budget and the power to

compel data sharing across some

twenty-five departments, it will keep

seeing outbreak signals.

Four ingredients of spillover concentrated
in one subcontinent : India holds the world’s
largest livestock population, alongside
extraordinary biodiversity, dense human
settlement and rapid land-use change.

The Mission’s institutional trail : PM-
STIAC recommendation in 2022, Cabinet
approval in February 2024, the National
Institute of One Health at Nagpur, and a
BSL-3/4 network of twenty-two facilities.

India’s existing surveillance assets are strong : IDSP reports, veterinary networks, pollution
monitoring, food sampling, and INSACOG’s genomic consortium.
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No planet without One Health

Context

Facts



India’s One Health problem is one of legal form, not of science or ambition, and that is a transferable

insight about the Indian state. A mission created by an advisory council and sustained by a Cabinet

note can coordinate when coordination is convenient and stalls when it is not. It cannot compel a

ministry that does not report to it to release a dataset that ministry considers its own and it cannot

survive a transfer of personnel or the slow decay that follows every outbreak. The surveillance data

exists through IDSP, veterinary networks, pollution monitoring, INSACOG and the failure is not

observation but correlation. What reaches well beyond public health is that good Indian policy ideas

underperform when a scheme is given a mandate without also being given an institution, a permanent

budget line and a named officer who can be held answerable. Therefore, what India has is a mission

and what it needs is an institution because we do not fail to see but fail to integrate.

“India’s most important public health idea of this decade is
currently a conversation among the converted.”

– Charudutta Panigrahi
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India’s nuclear doctrine has stood largely

unchanged since 2003 while China,

Pakistan, technology and the global

order have all moved. It is time to review

the doctrine’s supporting capabilities

without touching its declared principles.

The 2003 nuclear doctrine : 
operationalised a posture of credible minimum
deterrence, No First Use and massive
retaliation to a nuclear attack, supported by a
survivable second-strike capability and firm
civilian control.

Pokhran-II in 1998 and Kargil in 1999 as
the formative pair : the first made India a
nuclear weapons state, the second showed
deterrence does not rule out conventional war.

Three shifts since 2003 : China-Pakistan alignment, disruptive technology, and a multipolar Indo-
Pacific.
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Revisiting India’s nuclear doctrine without revising it

Context

Facts



Strategic doctrines are policy instruments, not immutable documents. The 2003 doctrine has delivered what it

promised i.e. continuity, predictability and strategic stability but it was built for a world of two separate nuclear

neighbours, slow decisions and a single superpower. What has moved is not the logic of deterrence but its

environment and it is time to review capabilities rather than a revision of principles. The one doctrinal question is

the fit between massive retaliation and Pakistan’s tactical weapons, which were designed precisely to create a

level of conflict at which India’s declared response looks disproportionate and therefore less believable. A review

of NFU need not mean abandoning it. It could reaffirm its rationale, clarify its scope and ensure that supporting

capabilities remain credible. India’s declaratory policy should hold, while survivability, command and control, early

warning, cyber resilience and the triad are where the credibility lies. Nuclear deterrence ultimately depends on

the alignment of doctrine, capability and survivability.

“Nuclear doctrine can no longer be viewed solely through bilateral
deterrence; regional crises are increasingly shaped by wider
geopolitical competition.”

– Advitya Madan
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UPSC LINK

• PSIR Paper II, 2026: Does power transition theory reflect the dynamics of
US-China relations?

• PSIR Paper II, 2025: The world currently has been in the throes of a twin
process of ‘democratic backsliding’ and ‘democratic backlash’. How would
you explain this paradox?

• PSIR Paper II, 2025: India’s reluctance to perceive any ‘existential threat’
inevitably made the multilateral path to nuclear security a ‘default option’
until it decided to cross the nuclear Rubicon in 1998. Identify and analyze
some of the major reasons behind this shift in India’s position on the nuclear
question.

• GS Paper II, 2025: “The reform process in the United Nations remains
unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East and West and
entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.” Examine and critically
evaluate the East-West policy confrontations in this regard.

• PSIR Paper II, 2024: Critically examine India’s persistent refusal to sign the
nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT) despite being recognized as a de facto
nuclear power.

• PSIR Paper II, 2024: “India must strive to become a semi-permanent
member of the UNSC, rather than a permanent member without the right to
veto.” Comment.
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