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Trump-Xi Meet and the Uncertainty Facing the Western Pacific

Context

Xi Jinping’s state visit to the

United States (23–25 September

2026) has unsettled America’s

allies and partners in the Western

Pacific, who fear that a US–China

understanding may come at their

cost.

Facts

Allies fear a US–China “grand
bargain” : a modus vivendi that puts the
two powers’ interests above those of
regional countries.

The scaled-down Ulchi Freedom Shield
exercises with South Korea and the
continued pause on arms exports to
Taiwan worried allies.

Regional states are responding : through bandwagoning, soft or hard hedging, or ties with
like-minded partners.
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Analytical Crux

The Western Pacific order depends more on what Washington and Beijing settle between

themselves than on the rules and alliances that smaller states relied on. The United States is tied

down in the Middle East, asks allies to carry more of the burden and has sent mixed signals on

South Korea and Taiwan. China has used the gap to add military weight to its economic

dominance in the region. The allies have not broken away but they hedge, bandwagon or turn to

like-minded partners while staying inside the American alliance system. While US rhetoric has

been supportive of allies, actions have not matched it. The gap between expectation and reality

seems to be widening. Therefore, they fear a US–China grand bargain struck over their heads.

Verbatim Quotes

“Today, China not only dominates the economic sphere but is also
deepening its military activities, presence and defence posture in
the Western Pacific, presenting a growing challenge to the US.”

– Abhishek Sharma
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Rewiring the Arsenal of Democracy: America and Its Allies Must Scale Together for a New Era of War

Context

Cheap drones and mass-produced

weapons have changed warfare, so

the United States and its allies

must build one open and compatible

defence industry to deter China and

Russia.

Facts

Operation Spider’s Web : less than a
million dollars of hobby-shop technology
destroyed Russian strategic bombers
worth billions.

Three layers of reform : physical
(critical precursors and infrastructure),
digital (free flow of data) and innovation
(keeping pace with the future of
warfare).

Over 25 allied countries : joined the United States Army’s drone and counter-drone
marketplaces, where compatibility is “the price of admission”.
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Analytical Crux

Military power comes from producing weapons in large numbers and continuing to produce them, more than from

owning a few costly platforms. Ukraine’s drone strike on Russian bombers is proof that cheap systems can

destroy far costlier ones. The West’s weakness is in its own industry i.e. a few prime contractors make closed

systems that cannot share data, so allied forces cannot fight as one coalition. There should be an open allied

defence market in which compatibility is compulsory, any ally can produce under licence and civilian factories can

switch to weapons in a crisis. Deterrence rests on the combined industrial capacity of the alliance and on how

fast it adapts, which is why the United States cannot carry the burden alone. Therefore, digital and industrial

capacity, adaptability, and compatibility are the new measures of strength for the United States and its allies.

Verbatim Quotes

“Systems physically cannot share data across platforms, and each
country’s exquisite capabilities resemble a walled garden—
impressive on their own but useless to anyone on the other side of
the wall.”

– Dan Driscoll
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Why Climate Resilience Must Become a Priority for MSMEs

Context

Three WRI India researchers show

that floods and extreme heat are

disrupting production and harming

workers in India’s small enterprises.

Climate resilience must become part

of economic and industrial policy.

Facts

MSMEs : nearly 31 per cent of GDP
and livelihoods of over 32.8 crore people.

Floods : over 90 per cent of directly
affected units were disrupted and nearly
three-fourths closed for a time.

Heat : 92 per cent affected and nearly four in five reported lower worker productivity.

The four-part agenda : risk intelligence, resilient infrastructure, protection of workers and
resilience finance, including parametric insurance.
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Analytical Crux

Climate change is an economic risk for India. MSMEs are among the sectors most exposed to it but a debate

centred on agriculture and infrastructure often overlooks them. Floods and heat stop production, and the losses

spread when transport, power, supply chains and workers fail across an industrial cluster. Few small firms have

the resources, information or institutional support to prepare and each shock leaves them weaker for the next

one. Many adaptation measures, such as better drainage, cool roofs, and shade and drinking water for workers,

are neither complex nor expensive, but small firms still need credit, insurance and outside support to put them in

place. Therefore, the way forward is MSME resilience written into industrial policy, labour regulation,

infrastructure planning and credit, because the resilience of the economy depends on it. Climate resilience must be

recognised not merely as a risk management exercise but as an economic development priority.

Verbatim Quotes

“As India seeks to strengthen its manufacturing base and expand
its presence in global supply chains, resilience of its MSMEs will
increasingly determine the resilience of the economy.”

– Bhawna Ahuja, Arivudai Nambi Appadurai and Ananya Chakraborty
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Kashmir as India’s gateway to Eurasian opportunity

Context

India should revive the old trade routes

linking Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh

with Central Asia and could make the

region India’s northern economic

gateway.

Facts

Demographic contrast : India has one of the
world’s largest youth populations, while China,
with a comparable population, is ageing after
decades of low fertility.

Constraints and diplomacy : the LoC with
Pakistan and the LAC with China are the
immediate constraints; there should be
confidence-building measures and trade with
Pakistan, and dialogue with China on trans-
Himalayan connectivity.

Phased strategy : revive historic trade corridors as modern economic corridors, starting with pilot
corridors where security and diplomatic conditions are most conducive.
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Analytical Crux

For centuries, Kashmir was never a cul-de-sac. It was a thriving crossroads. India’s demographic window is the

future of Kashmir. Too often, young Kashmiris have been viewed through a narrow security lens, as potential

liabilities rather than national assets. Young Kashmiris want the same jobs and dignity as young people elsewhere.

The region’s location, once a crossroads between South and Central Asia, is the asset that can provide them jobs

and dignity. The Silk Road was never only about silk. The historical lesson is clear i.e. connectivity creates

economic ecosystems. Properly regulated connectivity can build economic interdependence and give neighbours

stronger incentives for stability. There should be a diplomatic road map beside an infrastructure road map, and a

few pilot corridors before any wider opening. The LoC and the LAC are immediate constraints, and no route

towards Pakistan or Central Asia can reopen without sustained engagement with neighbouring countries.

Verbatim Quotes

“We cannot afford to allow a generation to grow up watching
possibilities on smartphones while encountering closed doors in the
real world.”

– Mehbooba Mufti
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SC draws the line between faith and fiat

Context

As per the Supreme Court, the people

who decline, on grounds of conscience,

to sing Vande Mataram should not

face criminal prosecution under the

2026 amendment to the Prevention

of Insults to National Honour Act.

Facts

T M Krishna’s petition : challenges the
2026 amendment to the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act.

Article 25 : no criminal prosecution for
declining to sing on grounds of conscience.

Bijoe Emmanuel vs State of Kerala (1986) governs the new law : freedom of religion and
expression includes the right to remain silent.

The Court’s position : the bench led by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant said that those who
refuse to sing because it goes against their conscience cannot be punished.
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Analytical Crux

There is a difference between respect for a national symbol and compulsion to perform it. The

question was whether the State can force a person to demonstrate patriotism by prescribing a

standard and tools for it. Under Article 25, read with Bijoe Emmanuel, the person who stands in

silence is protected, and the penal law can reach only those who obstruct the singing or disturb

the gathering. There is a difference between the refusal to sing the song and preventing its

singing or causing disturbance at the function where it is sung. The larger question is the one the

Court set aside. By making all six stanzas official, the State brings back into use the verses the

Congress left out in 1937 because they invoke Hindu deities. A secular State should not turn a

song into a test of patriotism, because national symbols must carry values that all citizens share.

Verbatim Quotes

“National symbols should embody shared values of a nation, and
should not be used to target sections of the people.”

– Editorial, Deccan Herald

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



UPSC LINK

• PSIR Paper II, 2026: Does power transition theory reflect the
dynamics of US-China relations?

• PSIR Paper I, 2026: The Constitution of India was secular
even before the word was included in the Preamble. Comment.

• PSIR Paper II, 2025: “Trump’s return to the White House is a
jolt to push the European Union to invest in its own defence
and economic and technological revival.” Comment.

• GS Paper III, 2024: What is disaster resilience? How is it
determined? Describe various elements of a resilience
framework. Also mention the global targets of Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015–2030).

• GS Paper II, 2024: Critically analyse India’s evolving
diplomatic, economic and strategic relations with the Central
Asian Republics (CARs) highlighting their increasing
significance in regional and global geopolitics.
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