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Old world is crumbling: India is pushing to rewire the new global order

Context

As the UN enters its 81st year, Anil

Trigunayat argues that post-1945

institutions no longer reflect a world

whose centre has shifted to the

South and East, and traces India’s

push for reformed multilateralism at

the UNGA and BRICS.

Facts

UNSC campaign : India is seeking a non-

permanent seat for 2028–29 alongside

fundamental reform of the UN.

The ‘4F’ crisis : Jaishankar raised fuel,

food, fertiliser and finance at the Partners

for Multilateralism Summit.

First India–V4 meeting : Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic backed UN reform and

India’s place on a reformed UNSC.

New Delhi Declaration : at the 18th BRICS+ summit, Russia and China joined in supporting India’s

and Brazil’s aspirations.
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Analytical Crux

The UN, the Bretton Woods institutions, the WTO and the WHO still carry the victor-and-

vanquished mindset of 1945, while the politico-economic pivot has moved to the South and the

East. The powers that framed the rules-based order now undermine it through unilateral action.

Trump has defined a ‘Donroe Doctrine’ through actions against Venezuela, Canada, Mexico,

Panama and Greenland, cut UN funding and walked out of agreements, and his G2 outreach to

China risks a Cold War 2.0 of earmarked spheres. India responds with strategic autonomy and

multi-alignment, sitting in both BRICS and the Quad and building platforms such as the ISA and

CDRI. P4 support for India’s permanent seat may be a ruse, since none of them wants an

expanded Council with the veto. Therefore, India’s task is to move reform into text-based

negotiations and help the Global South shape rules instead of accepting rules set elsewhere.

Verbatim Quotes

“Reforms in the minds of some could be the perpetuation of the
preferential power matrix of the P5 at the UNSC.”

– Anil Trigunayat
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Water Diplomacy Through Riverine Networks: The India-Nepal Mahakali Sambad Example

Context

Yubaraj Das argues that India–Nepal

water diplomacy has focused too

narrowly on states, and uses the

Mahakali Sambad to show how

cross-border community networks can

build cooperation from below.

Facts

Shared rivers : about 60 rivers and rivulets

cross the border; the Mahakali (Sarda in

India) forms part of the boundary.

Treaty limits : the Mahakali Treaty

(1996) framed cooperation, yet disputes over

water rights and Pancheshwar persist.

Mahakali Sambad : a TROSA-supported dialogue that created the India-Nepal Joint Action Forum

and women’s centres (Mahila Mandals).

Local results : pilgrim rafting across the river, and women-led curbs on liquor and tree-planting

against erosion.
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Analytical Crux

IR has traditionally placed states at the centre, and water diplomacy has stayed at the inter-

state level. A network lens shifts attention to how people identify shared problems and act

together. Communities on both banks face the same erosion, pollution, sand mining, weak early

warning and unannounced water releases. The Mahakali Sambad brought them together with civil

society and local governments, and women’s centres turned small initiatives such as pilgrim rafting

into cross-border projects that drew in officials from Parshuram Municipality and Champawat

district. The case also reveals a gendered dimension that state-centric analysis misses. Such

programmes depend on donor funding and can run out of resources over time. Therefore, states

need to institutionalise and sustain these networks, so that cooperation at the micro level survives

tension at the state level and water diplomacy in South Asia becomes localised.

Verbatim Quotes

“Understanding the struggles of communities demands close attention
to the mundane, both epistemologically and methodologically against
the traditional IR paradigm.”

– Yubaraj Das
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The American ‘Seasaw’ and the Indo-Pacific Reconfiguration

Context

Dr Stuti Banerjee argues that an

unpredictable US outlook under

Trump is reconfiguring the Indo-

Pacific, as regional states come to

treat Washington as one significant

partner among several.

Facts

Name change : in June 2026 the Pentagon

said USINDOPACOM would revert to US

Pacific Command, its name before 2018.

China reframed : the NSS 2025 and NDS

2026 no longer call China a ‘strategic

competitor’, as the 2022 documents did.

Mixed signals : strains with India, a threat to bomb Oman and scaled-back exercises with South

Korea, while the Philippine alliance was reaffirmed.

Regional networks : the Australia–India–Japan and Australia–India–Indonesia trilaterals work

without dependence on the US.
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Analytical Crux

The US now stresses bilateral trade deals and leader-level engagement with China over coalition-

building, and Trump has advocated a Group of Two with Beijing as a peer. The Indo-Pacific will

still endure because its weight is structural. The region accounts for close to 40 per cent of

global GDP and holds critical sea lanes and supply chains. Geography and shared concerns about

China keep regional states engaged with each other, and their minilaterals also meet

Washington’s demand for burden-sharing. No regional framework can yet replace American

extended deterrence over Taiwan and the Korean Peninsula. Therefore, Washington remains the

most consequential external actor on hard security, while its centrality in the region’s economics,

diplomacy and institution-building shrinks within a more polycentric architecture.

Verbatim Quotes

“The countries of the region are increasingly diversifying their
partnerships, treating the United States as a critical but no longer
central partner in Indo-Pacific relations.”

– Stuti Banerjee
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Ghosts of 1945 are being recruited in US–China contest over Asia

Context

The Trump–Xi affirmation that the

US and China were victorious allies in

World War II drew little notice in

India. C Raja Mohan argues that the

memory of 1945 is being put to work

in reshaping Asia’s order.

Facts

A needed qualification : America’s wartime

ally was the Republic of China, now in

Taiwan; the PRC emerged only in 1949.

Tokyo’s unease : PM Sanae Takaichi spoke

to Trump after the summit, and the two

reaffirmed their alliance.

Enemy state clauses : China opposes removing these obsolete UN Charter clauses aimed at Japan,

Germany and Italy.

India’s forgotten role : 2.3 million Indians served under arms and 14 million in war production, as

Jaishankar noted in June 2020.
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Analytical Crux

The memory of 1945 is being put to present use. For Putin it supports a ‘Yalta System’ in

Europe, and for Xi it presents China as a victor that can undermine the ‘San Francisco System’

of US alliances in Asia. Beijing’s narrative casts Japan as the defeated aggressor turning to

militarism, putting Tokyo on the defensive just as it raises defence spending against China. It

aims to nudge Washington toward a ‘China-First’ policy and weaken the US–Japan alliance built

on the 1951 settlement. Under Xi, China has moved from presenting itself as a victim to

presenting itself as a victor. India is barely visible in this debate, though its army rolled back

imperial Japan in Burma and Southeast Asia. Therefore, the national movement’s divisions over

the war, and the elite’s neglect of its politics, have left India unable to turn that sacrifice into a

claim to the heart of global governance.

Verbatim Quotes

“Victimhood asks the world to acknowledge suffering; victory offers
a claim to authority in shaping the order that followed.”

– C Raja Mohan
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The United Nations’ long road to restoring trust

Context

The 81st UNGA met under the theme

‘Restoring Trust, Managing

Transformation: a UN that delivers

for all’. Raja Karthikeya argues that

the UN, once a builder of trust

between nations, must now restore

trust in itself.

Facts

Falling confidence : 52% in a UN Foundation

poll say the UN struggles to deliver; only 58%

(Rockefeller–Focaldata) think it can lead.

Veto initiative : resolution A/76/262 requires

permanent members to explain each new veto to

the General Assembly.

Financial muscle : a 2024 ACABQ report found eight of nine technical experts in one agency were

sponsored by one government.

Global South deficit : developing nations have 84% of the world’s population but hold only 44% of UN

civil service leadership posts.
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Analytical Crux

The UN was built to make state conduct predictable through dialogue and international law, and

its value lay in building trust between nations. Over three decades that ability has frayed.

Security Council deadlock has eroded the Assembly’s trust in the Council. Scandals over

procurement, peacekeeper abuse and phantom housing contracts ended with individual blame and

little systemic accountability. Major donors shape recruitment and programmes, making the

bureaucracy risk-averse, while the Global South, where most programmes run and trust is

highest, holds little decision-making power. The UN kept grain moving through the Black Sea and

prevented an oil spill in the Red Sea, but failed to turn that goodwill into talks between

belligerents. Therefore, the ‘transformation’ the 81st UNGA seeks must begin with transparency

and with ties to the people of the world as well as their governments.

Verbatim Quotes

“The United Nations is more than an inter-governmental
organisation. It reflects the best of humanity’s hopes for itself.”

– Raja Karthikeya
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UPSC LINK

• GS Paper II, 2015: Discuss the impediments India is facing
in its pursuit of a permanent seat in UN Security Council.

• PSIR Paper II, 2026: Does power transition theory reflect
the dynamics of US-China relations?

• GS Paper II, 2021: The USA is facing an existential threat in
the form of a China, that is much more challenging than the
erstwhile Soviet Union. Explain.

• GS Paper II, 2020: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad)
is transforming itself into a trade bloc from a military alliance,
in present times. Discuss.
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