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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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Old world is crumbling: India is pushing to rewire the new global order

Firstpost.

@ ¥ & © 2

TRENDING | Essarsiesl plantin US RAF Fairford bomb plob  US Most Wanted list  Comell University rape case  World Heart Day

As the UN enters its 8lst year, Anil
_/_rigunayavL arques that posf—l%S

0Old world is crumbling: India is pushing to rewire the new global order

institutions no longer reflect a world

whose centre has shifted to the
South and East, and traces India’s

push for reformed multilateralism at

the UNGA and BRICS.

B UNSC campaign : India is seeking a non- B The '4F' crisis : Jaishankar raised fuel
permanemL seat for 2028-29 a/ongside food fertiliser and finance at the Partners
fundamental reform of the UN. for Multilateralism Summit.

B First India-V% meeh’ng : Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic backed UN reform and
India’s p/ace on a reformed UNSC.

B New Delhi Declaration : at the I18th BRICS+ summit, Russia and Chinajoined in supporﬁng India’s

and Brazil's aspir‘aﬁons.
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(Analy‘rical Crux)

The UN, the Bretton Woods institutions, the W TO and the WHO still carry the victor-and-
vanquished mindset of 1945 while the poliﬂco-economic pivof has moved to the South and the
East. The powers that framed the rules-based order now undermine it fhrough unilateral action.
Trump has defined a 'Donroe Doctrine’ H)rough actions c1gcu'r131L Venezuela, Canada, Mexico,
Panama and Greenland, cut UN funding and walked out of agreemenfs, and his 42 outreach to
China risks a Cold War 2.0 of earmarked spheres. [ndia responds with strategic autonomy and
mulﬁ—a/ignmenf, siHing in both BRICS and the Quad and building p/m‘forms such as the ISA and
CDRI. P4 suppomL for India's permanenf seat may be a ruse, since none of them wants an
expanded Council with the veto. [herefore. India’s task is fo move reform into text-based

negoﬁaﬁons and help the Global South shape rules instead of accepﬁng rules set elsewhere.

(Verbafim QuoTes)

"Reforms in the minds of some could be the perpefuaﬁon of the
preferenh’al power matrix of the P5 at the UNSC."

- Anil TrigunaymL
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Water Diplomacy Through Riverine Networks: The India-Nepal Mahakali Sambad Example

SOUTH ASIA MONITOR iy CJp
S Context
A STRATEGIC AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC POLICY PLATFORM Sodiety for Policy Studies

yubarcy’ Das argues that India—Nepa/

GEOPOLITICS, SECURITY AND STRATEGIC AFFAIRS ~ PUBLIC POLICY AND GOVERNANCE =~ CONTRIBUTE ~ FORTNIGHTLY ANALYSI wd 'I-e r d | P l omdac H h as {:OC use d "'OO

Home Geopaolitics, Security and Strategic Affairs Water Diplomacy Through Riverine Metworks: The India-Nepal Mahakali Sambs

narrow/g on states, and uses the

Water Diplomacy Through Riverine Networks: The India- Mahakali Sambad to show how
Nepal Mahakali Sambad Example
iy e Uil Jacoab it RcSiom Fet (NSTAL) TEotig shict ENTT 2 aciety oeciancalicns st bal Sonimamioes cross-border communi fg networks can

could raise common riverine concerns with officials in their respective countries. Many women in the community
participate in these programs, leading to development of women’s empowerment centres (Mahila Mandals).

build cooperaﬁon from below.

By Yubaraj Das | Sep 24, 2026

(Facts )

B Shared rivers : about 60 rivers and rivulets ] Treafy limits : the Mahakali Treafg
cross the border: the Mahakali (Sarda in (Iq%) framed coopemﬁon, gef dispufes over
India) forms parf of the boundary. water righfs and Pancheshwar persisf.

B Mahakali Sambad : o TROS/\-suppomLed dialogue that created the lndia—Nepa/ Joint Action Forum
and women's centres (/V\ahila /V\andals).

B Local results : pilgrim rafﬁng across the river. and women-led curbs on quuor and free—p/anﬁng

againsf erosion.
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(Analy‘rical Crux)

IR has fradiﬁona//y placed states at the centre and water dip/omacy has sfayed at the inter-
state level. A network lens shifts attention to how peop/e idenﬁfy shared prob/ems and act
fogev‘her. Communities on both banks face the same erosion. po//uﬁon, sand mining, weak ear/g
warning and unannounced water releases. [ he Mahakali Sambad broughf them fogefher with civil
sociefy and local 9overnmen+s, and women's centres turned small initiatives such as ,oilgrim mfﬁng
into cross-border projects that drew in officials from Parshuram /\/\unicipa/ify and Champawaf
district. The case also reveals a 9endered dimension that state-centric ana/ysis misses. Such
programmes depend on donor funding and can run out of resources over time. [herefore, states
need to institutionalise and sustain these networks, so that cooperation at the micro level survives

tension at the state level and water dip/omacy in South Asia becomes localised.

(Verbafim QuoTes)

"Undersfanc/ing the sfrugg/es of communities demands close attention

to the mundane, both episfemo/ogica//g and mev‘hodo/ogica//g againsv‘
the traditional IR parac/igm."

~ YUbaraj Das
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The American ‘Seasaw’ and the Indo-Pacific Reconfiguration

ﬂ Indian Council of World Affairs

Dr Stuti Banerjee arques that an
unpredicfab/e US outlook under

Sapru House. New Delhi

n About Us Research Events Publications Library ICWA Engages Call for Papers MoU Partners

Tenders & Notices RTI & ICC Contact Us TrumP is reconfiguring "'he Indo_
The American ‘Seasaw’ and the Indo-Pacific Reconfiguration PGCI'FIC' das r‘egIOnaI S'I'G'I'es come 'I'O

Dr. Stuti Banerjee | 24 September 2026

treat V\/ashingfon as one significamL

Abstract: The Indo-Pacific construct is being reconfigured amid a reduced and unpredictable American policy outlook under the

across the region are increasingly looking at the United States as one significant partner among several, rather than as the singt
jonal order.
S PGH’H@V‘ among several.

In June 2026, the United States Defence Department announced that the US Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM) would offi
Pacific Comman d (LISPACOM)Ti1 (The LIS Pacific Command was renamed the LIS Tnda-Pacific Cammand in 2018 durina President

(Facts )

B Name change : in June 2026 the PemLagon B China reframed : the NSS 2025 and NDS
said USINDOPACOM would revert to US 2026 no longer call China a 'sh"afegic
Pacific Command, its name before 20I8. compeﬂfor', as the 2022 documents did.

B Mixed signals : strains with India. a threat to bomb Oman and scaled-back exercises with South

Korea. while the Philippine alliance was reaffirmed.

L] Regional networks : the /\usfralia—[ndia—japan and Australia-India-Indonesia trilaterals work
without dependence on the US.
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(Analy‘rical Crux)

The US now stresses bilateral trade deals and leader-level engagement with China over coalition-
bui/ding, and Trump has advocated a Group of Two with Beying as a peer. The Indo-Pacific will
still endure because its weighf is structural. The region accounts for close to 40 per cent of
globa/ GDP and holds critical sea lanes and supply chains. Geogmphg and shared concerns about
China keep regional states engaged with each other, and their minilaterals also meet
Washington's demand for burden-sharing. No regional framework can yet replace American
extended deterrence over laiwan and the Korean Peninsula. Therefore. Washingfon remains the
most consequenﬁa/ external actor on hard security, while its cenfralifg in the region's economics,

dip/omacy and insﬁfuﬁon—building shrinks within a more po/gcenfric architecture.

(Verbafim QuoTes)

"The countries of the region are increasingly diversifying their

pam‘ner‘ships, freah'ng the United States as a critical but no /onger

central pam‘ner in Indo-Pacific relations.’

- Stuti Banerjee
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Ghosts of 1945 are being recruited in US—China contest over Asia

Ghosts 0of 1945 are being recruited
in US-China contest over Asia

i $ ..'-l
=y
S
RAJAMANDALA
BY C Rasa MoHAN

ORLDWAR IT and its ex-

pansive impact on the

Subcontinent is largely

forgotten by India’s stra-

tegic community. But its
ghostsstill shape Asia's great-power politics.
They surfaced last week when US President
Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi
Jinping met in Washington.

InIndia, there has been little attention to
the affimrmation of Trump and Xi that the US
and China were victorious allies during
‘World War IL. References to history are rarely
innocent. The past is interpreted and rein-
terpreted toserve the politics of the present.

Since retuming to power, Tump hasin-
voked America’s wartime cooperation with
both Russia and China. His critics see these
references asaway tojustify his leader-level
outreach i Viadimir Putinand Xithat isun-
settling US allies in Europe and Asia. For
Putin, the memory of victory supports Rus-
sia’s claim to a leading role in Eunopean se-
curity and the restoration of the “Yalta Sys-
tem’” bed by the US and the Soviet Union that
shaped the European and global order. For
Xi, it strengthens Beijing's effort to present
China as avictor of 1945 and undermine the
“San Francisco System” of US alliances that
defined the post-War Asian order.

B Anceded qualiﬁ'caﬁon : America's wartime

The US-China wartime parinershipisa
historical fact. but it needs qualification.
Washington'sally inthe warwasthe Repub-
lic of China (RoC) led by Jiang Jieshi (Chiang
Kai-shek) that now endures in Taiwan. The
People’s Republic of China (PRC), led by Mao
Zedong, emerged only in 1949, That distine-
tion hies at the heart of Taipei's response. Tai-
wanese officials have accused Beijing of
using “narrative diplomacy™ to undenmine
the historical identityof Taiwan.

Tokyo's response reflected deep political
unease. Imperial Japan was the wartime ad-
wersary against which America and China
cooperated: it is now Washington's princi-
pal Asian ally. Prime Minister Sanae Takai-
chi spoke to Trump after his meeting with
Xi. Japan's foreign ministry said Trumpex-
plained the talks indetail. and the two reaf-
firmed their alliance and strategic coordi-
nation on China. Tokyo sought reassurance
without making its concem an open quarre]
with Washington. Recalling China and
Americaas victorious pariners, with.Japan
as the defeated aggressor, gives Beijing the
political ammunition to challenge Tokyo's
present defence policies. The irony is diffi-
culttomiss. Japanis ramping up its defence

spending to cope with the massive military

earlier consensus o remove them. The strat-
agem isabout pushing Japan onto the politi-
cal defensive. The Trump-Xi declaration on
World War I also raises questions about the
future of America’s San Francisco System.
built around the 1951 peace settlement with
Japan. That system placed Japan at the
cenire of Washington's regional sirategy.
Beijing’s imvocation of the wartime alliance
is part of the:Chinese push to build a different
dynamic among the three countries. nudge
America towards a “China-First” policy in
Asia and weaken the US-Japan alliance.
Beijing s argument also reflecisa change
in the Chinese Communist Party's acoount
of the war. During the Mao era, the subject
was awkwand: Chiang’s Nationalist anmies
bore much of the conventional fighting
against Japan From the 1980s. the war be-
came ceniral to a narrative of Japanese ag-
gression and China’s “century of humili-
ation”. China presented itself chieflyasa
victim. Under Xi, China has increasingly
presented itself as a vicfor. Commemor-
ations, parades and school textbooks em-
phasise its place among the powers that de-
feated Japan and founded the United
Nations. Harvard historian Rana Mitter has
shown howthis changing memory suppors

imbalance with China and Beij-
ing’s assertive policies on terri-
torial disputeswith Tokyo. In Beij-
ing's narrative, Japan isturmingto
militarism. For Beijing, a Japan
that does not defer to China is
a warmonger.

References to history are
rarely innocent. The past is
interpreted and reinterpreted
toserve the politics of the
present. Since returning to

China's claim to the apex of global
hierarchy. Victimhood asks the
world to acknowledge suffering
victory offers a claim to authority
in shaping the order that followed.

Where is India in this debate
over 19457 Barely visible. But Delhi

China alspopposes Japan'sc
to remove the obsolete “enemy
state” clauses in the UN Charterdi-
rected at Fapan. Germarny and Italy
after 1945 This is despite the UN's

power, Trump has invoked US ~ issurely concemed. At a Russia-
warlime cooperation with
both Russia and China

India-China foreign ministers’
meeting in June 2020, Subrahma-
nyam Jaishankar reminded his
counterparts that 2.3 million In-

a//g was the Repub/ic of China, now in
Taiwan: the PRC emerged only in 1949.

dians had served underarms and another i4
million had participated in war production.
Indians fought from North Africa and Haly
toSoutheast Asia. The Indian Army'sstellar
role in rolling back imperial Japan's armies
in Burma and Southeast Asia has largely
been forgotten. Jaishankar arpued India re-
ceived little recognition when the victors
shaped the post-waromder. He called itanun-
corrected “historical injustice™.

The spurce of that injustice. however. has
deep roots at home. India’s national move-
ment was divided in responding to World
‘War I1. Congress opposed Britain's decision
to imvolve India without consulting Indians
and later launched the Quit India move-
ment. The Communistsshifted from oppos-
ing the War to supporting it after Germany
invaded the Soviet Union. Subhas Chandra
Bose sought German and Japanese help to
secure Indian independence. These differ-
ences have made it hard for India to incor-
porate the great sacrifice of its soldiers into
an accepted account of the war or its cdaim
to be at the heart of global povernance.

In teaching itself and talking about the
evolution of modern India’s engagement
with the world. the Indian elite pays hittle at-
tention tothe politics of World War IL its im-
pact on the Partition of the Subcontinent,
and the post-war marginalisation of Indiain
the global pecking order. That, arguably, is
one reason forthe nature of Indian discourse
on foreign policy that relies on abstract con-
ceptsrather than history and geopolitics.

(Fa cts

Context

The Trump—Xi affirmation that the
US and China were victorious allies in
World War I drew little notice in
India. C Raja Mohan argues that the
memory of 1945 is being put to work

In reshaping Asia's order.

L] Tokyo's unease : P/V\ Sanae Takaichi spoke

to Trump after the summit, and the two

reaffirmed their alliance.

L] Enemy state clauses : China opposes removing these obsolete UN Charter clauses aimed at Japan,

Germany and Haly.

B India's forgoHen role : 2.3 million Indians served under arms and 1% million in war producﬁon, as

Jaishankar noted in June 2020.
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(Analy‘rical Crux)

The memory of 1945 is being put fo present use. For Putin it supports a Yalta Sysfem' in
Europe, and for Xi it presemLs China as a victor that can undermine the San Francisco Sysfem'
of US dlliances in Asia. Bey’ing's narrative casts Japan as the defeated aggressor turning to
militarism. puHing Tokgo on the c/efensivejusvL as it raises defence spending againsf China. It
aims to nudge Washing%on toward a ‘China-First’ po/icy and weaken the US—Japan alliance built
on the 195/ settlement. Under Xi China has moved from presenﬁng itself as a victim to
presenting itself as a victor. India is barelg visible in this debate, H)ough its army rolled back
imperia/ Japan in Burma and Southeast Asia. [herefore, the national movement's divisions over
the war, and the elite's neg/ecf of its poliﬁcs, have left India unable to turn that sacrifice into a

claim to the heart of 9/oba/ governance.

(Verbafim QuoTes)

“Victimhood asks the world to acknow/edge suffering; vicforg offers

a claim to aufhorify in shaping the order that followed."

-C Raja Mohan

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIlAS



The United Nations’ long road to restoring trust

The United Nations’ long road to restoring trust

s world leaders gathered in New York for
A the high-level week of the 81st United

Nations General Assembly, they debated
an increasingly urgent question: trust. This year's
theme, chosen by wide-ranging consultations,
was: “Restoring Trust, Managing Transformation:
a UN that delivers for all” - with “restoration”™
suggesting a collapse of trust. The world has
historically been a low-trust society. Mistrust
between nations has fuelled conflict throughout
history. The UN was hence established after the
Second World War to make the actions of
nation-states more predictable, by creating a
space for dialogue and an elaborate scaffolding of
international law. The game of thrones would still
be played, but with some rules. The UN has been
one of humanity’s greatest achievements
precisely because of its ability to build and
channel trust between nations.

Surveys about the UN

But over the past three decades, that ability has
frayed. Where once UN staff designed and seeded
“trust-building” approaches between conflicting
parties as part of peacebuilding, today the
organisation is in a place where it needs to
restore trust in its own approaches. Two surveys
conducted last year by Edelman Trust and Pew
found that both trust in and favourability towards
the UN had declined in the countries surveyed.

A new poll by the non-profit UN Foundation
found that 52% of respondents feel the UN is
struggling to deliver results and want deep
structural reform. Well over half believe that it
has struggled to enforce international law and
protect human rights, and that it is dominated by
a few powerful countries. Another poll by the
Rockefeller Foundation and Focaldata suggests
that only 58% think that the UN can lead efforts to
solve global problems, potentially a historic low
for the organisation. There are at least four
reasons for this situation. First, the persistent

B Falling confidence : 527 in a UN Foundation

Raja Karthikeya

Adjunct Fellow,
Takshashila
Institution

The UN, one of
humanity’s
greatest
achievements,
needs to
confront its
deepening crisis
of trust

deadlock in the UN Security Council (UNSC) has
eroded the General Assembly’s trust in the UNSC,
so much that a resolution was passed (A/76/262)
requiring the UNSC's permanent members to
explain each new use of veto to the Assembly.

Second, questions persist about the integrity
and oversight of the UN’s internal processes
ranging from recruitment, procurement to
allocation of resources. When high-profile
controversies such as a procurement scandal in
Afghanistan (2013) or sexual exploitation and
abuse cases involving peacekeepers (2017) or
contracts for non-existent housing projects in
Ghana and India (2021) broke out in the UN, the
blame was placed on individuals but systemic
accountability was seldom addressed.
Consequences for individual malfeasance have
been limited.

Financial muscle is a factor

Third, a few countries have come to prevail over
the UN system on the strength of their financial
contributions. They wield influence through
advocacy for their nationals to be recruited into
the system, extra-budgetary grants for
cherry-picked UN programmes or a combination
of the two. For instance, a 2024 report of the UN’s
highest financial oversight body (ACABQ) pointed
out that in one UN agency, eight out of nine
technical experts recruited were sponsored by a
single government. In such a case, can the
policies recommended to a beneficiary country
by the entity be deemed completely neutral? The
UN development system’s transparency about its
own programme spending too is increasingly
limited to these donor governments and not to
the public of their beneficiary countries. When it
comes to preventing conflict, a fear of upsetting
these powerful countries — which in turn could
affect contributions as well as individual careers
— has made the UN bureaucracy increasingly
risk-averse and hesitant.

Fourth, though the bulk of the UN's
programme delivery is in the Global South and
trust in the UN is higher in the Global South (UN
Foundation poll), only a fraction of the
decision-making power rests with the Global
South. Developing nations, which account for
84% of the world’s population, hold only 44% of
UN civil service leadership positions. Only a third
of the UN leadership in Africa is African. Only
two-fifths of the cities in which various UN
entities have headquarters are cities in the Global
South. When, as part of a cost-cutting measure,
thousands of posts were moved out of New York
and Geneva in 2025, cities in the Global South
(except those mentioned) got a miss despite their
cost advantages.

Reverse the shrinking space

The UN commendably delivered global
humanitarian assistance and protection in
2025-26 to 98 million people, or roughly 1.1% of
the world population. But aid effectiveness and
the proportion of funds transferred to local actors
remains an issue.

In wars such as Ukraine, Gaza and Iran, the UN
made tactical interventions such as keeping grain
exports flowing through the Black Sea, or
preventing an oil spill in the Red Sea, but could
not build on the goodwill thus earned to create
mechanisms for the belligerents to sit and talk.
Taking the initiative to facilitate peacemaking has
become untenably centralised at the highest
rungs of the organisation’s bureaucratic ladder.

It is time that the UN moved to enhance its
transparency and remake its ties with the people
of the world, and not just the governments. The
United Nations is more than an
inter-governmental organisation. It reflects the
best of humanity's hopes for itself. The
“rransformation” that the 81st General Assembly
aims for, would indeed have to start, by restoring
trust.

(Fa cts

po// say the UN sh“uggles to deliver: on/y 58%
{Rockefe”er-/zoca/dafa) think it can lead.

Context

The 8Ist UNGA met under the theme
'Resforing Trust /V\anaging

Transformation: a UN that delivers
for all’ Rcy’a Karfhikeya arques that
the UN. once a builder of trust

between nations, must now restore

trust in itself.

B Veto initiative : resolution A/76/262 requires
permanemL members to exp/ain each new veto to

the General /\ssemb/g.

B Financial muscle : a 2024 ACABQ report found eighf of nine technical experts in one agency were

sponsored bg one government.

B Global South deficit : developing nations have 84 % of the world's popu/aﬁon but hold on/y L4 % of UN

civil service Ieadership posfs.
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(Analy‘rical Crux)

The UN was built to make state conduct predicfab/e Hwough dia/ogue and international law and
its value /ag in bui/ding trust between nations. Over three decades that abilify has fraged.
Securify Council deadlock has eroded the /\ssembly s trust in the Council. Scandals over
procuremenf, peacekeeper abuse and phanfom housing contracts ended with individual blame and
little sysfemic accounfabilifg. /\/\cy'or donors shape recruitment and programmes, making the
bureaucracy risk-averse, while the Global South where most programmes run and trust is
highesf, holds little decision—making power. The UN l<ep+ grain moving H)rough the Black Sea and
prevenfed an oil spi// in the Red Sea. but failed to turn that 9oodwi/l into talks between
be//igerenfs. Therefore, the ‘transformation’ the 8lst UNGA seeks must begin with transparency

and with ties to the peop/e of the world as well as their 9overnmen+s.

(Verbafim QuoTes)

“I'he United Nations is more than an inter-governmental

organisah’on. [t reflects the best of humanifg G hopes for itself.”

- Raja Kam‘hikeya
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UPSC LINK

* GS Paper II, 2015: Discuss the impediments India is facing
in its pursuit of a permanent seat in UN Security Council.

 PSIR Paper II, 2026: Does power transition theory reflect
the dynamics of US-China relations?

* GS Paper II, 2021: The USA is facing an existential threat in
the form of a China, that is much more challenging than the
erstwhile Soviet Union. Explain.

* GS Paper 11, 2020: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad)
is transforming itself into a trade bloc from a military alliance,
In present times. Discuss.
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