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India Must Not Give Up Russian Oil

Context

The Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning

Russia and Iran Act of 2026

authorises tariffs of up to 100 per

cent on the largest buyers of Russian

energy, India among them. Gautam

Chikermane argues that New Delhi

should hold its ground.

Facts

Bipartisan law : Trump signed it on 18

September 2026, after votes of 86-11 in the

Senate and 262-159 in the House.

India’s exposure : India is Russia’s second-

largest crude buyer; the US takes about

one-fifth of India’s merchandise exports.

Double standards : the US imported $4.05 billion of goods from Russia in 2025, including $1.8

billion of fertilisers.

BRICS alternative : the New Delhi Declaration tasks the BRICS Payments Task Force with local-

currency settlement.
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Analytical Crux

A domestic US law now seeks to impose its will on other countries, a shift from negotiation to

coercive assertion by a hegemon that senses its monopoly on power slipping. The author reads it

as part of the decline of the rules-based order the US itself built. For India, a sudden cut-off of

Russian oil would bring energy risk into its growth story. Supplies from the UAE or Nigeria

would cost more, feeding inflation through transport, fertilisers and food, and pressuring the

rupee. Giving up Russian oil under duress would also be read as surrendering strategic autonomy,

and the law puts India and China on the same footing despite the 10-year India–US defence

framework. The pressure revives the ‘if you are not with us, you are against us’ doctrine of the

George W. Bush years. Therefore, India should treat the law as a contingency, keep diversifying

energy sources and export markets, and continue buying Russian oil.

Verbatim Quotes

“It would be best for India to prepare for the worst, continue to
diversify energy sources and export markets, and not give up Russian
oil.”

– Gautam Chikermane
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Himalayas speak

Context

In his first address to the UN

General Assembly, weeks after

devastating floods, Nepal’s Prime

Minister Balendra Shah turned a

natural disaster into a political

argument about the unequal costs of

climate change.

Facts

Scale of loss : at least 1,400 confirmed

deaths, more than 6,000 missing and

recovery needs of roughly 10 per cent of

GDP.

Emissions gap : Nepal contributes less than

0.1 per cent of global greenhouse-gas

emissions.

Himalayan Climate Resilience Mechanism : a proposed Nepal–India–China framework for satellite

data, glacial-lake monitoring and early warning.

CBDR : the principle recognises different historical contributions and different capacities to respond.
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Analytical Crux

For a poor mountain state, climate change is a developmental trap, because each disaster diverts

scarce resources from development to reconstruction. Shah tied climate resilience to international

responsibility under ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’. Himalayan watersheds ignore

borders, and the recent floods hit both sides of the Nepal–China border before moving towards India,

so rapid sharing of environmental information could matter more than declarations. For India, the

Himalayas feed its rivers, agriculture, hydropower and water security, which makes cooperation with

Nepal a matter of enlightened self-interest. Climate diplomacy fails when vulnerable states describe

their suffering and high emitters respond with sympathy but little finance, while compensation claims

need workable mechanisms for assigning responsibility. Therefore, the measure of the speech is

whether it produces institutions, money and information-sharing before the next flood.

Verbatim Quotes

“Shah’s strongest message, therefore, was not that Nepal needs
saving. It was that the world needs a more credible system for
preventing climate disasters from becoming development disasters.”

– Editorial, The Statesman
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Reconstructing the doctrine of review jurisdiction under CPC and Constitution: Finality v. correctness

Context

Bimlesh Kumar Singh reconstructs

the doctrine of review under Section

114 and Order XLVII of the CPC and

Article 137, arguing that finality must

remain the rule while leaving room to

correct patent judicial error.

Facts

Grounds of review : new evidence despite

due diligence, an error apparent on the

record, or any other sufficient reason.

Article 137 : the Supreme Court may

review its judgments, subject to

parliamentary law and rules under Article

145.

Review is not appeal : the error must be self-evident, not found by long reasoning (Parsion Devi).

Curative petition : recognised in Rupa Ashok Hurra to prevent gross miscarriage of justice.
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Analytical Crux

Adjudication must end, yet the law needs a limited capacity to correct the court’s own error, a

paradox the Supreme Court recognised in S Nagaraj v. State of Karnataka. Review addresses a

legally recognised defect, while an appeal challenges correctness. A later reversal of law by a

superior court is no ground for review, as Beghar Foundation reaffirmed, and ‘any other

sufficient reason’ cannot become an open door to rehearing. Recall applies only where the

adjudicatory process itself is impeached, and curative jurisdiction is narrower still, so at each

stage the threshold rises and the scope of intervention narrows. The real distinction lies between

an erroneous judgment and a reviewable one. Therefore, review is best understood as controlled

correction, which guards against endless litigation and against judicial error hardening into judicial

authority.

Verbatim Quotes

“The constitutional balance is thus better expressed not as ‘finality
versus correctness’ but as ‘finality subject to controlled correction.’”

– Bimlesh Kumar Singh
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The India-EFTA partnership, one plus one equals three

Context

One year after the India–EFTA

Trade and Economic Partnership

Agreement entered into force on 1

October 2025, Iceland’s Ambassador

Benedikt Höskuldsson argues that its
value lies in the partnerships it makes

possible.

Facts

Tariff concessions : EFTA covers 92.2%

of its tariff lines (99.6% of India’s export

value); India covers 82.7% (95.3%).

Investment chapter : a first for India:

$100 billion of EFTA investment over 15

years and one million direct jobs.

Geothermal at Tapri : a Geotropy facility in Kinnaur uses ground heat to dry fruit for Himachal’s

apple growers.

CCUS : the Union Budget set aside ₹20,000 crore over five years to take these technologies

towards scale.
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Analytical Crux

Iceland, a country of just under 4,00,000 people, brings experience where India’s priorities lie,

in geothermal energy, carbon capture and the ocean. Direct use of geothermal heat lets farmers

store produce instead of selling at harvest lows, and can give frontier posts energy that does not

depend on supply roads. Carbfix has turned over 95 per cent of injected carbon dioxide into stone

within two years, and India’s Deccan Trap basalts resemble Iceland’s volcanic rock. Where most

fishing nations use 40 to 60 per cent of each fish, Iceland uses around 90 per cent of every cod.

As one of the eight Arctic States, Iceland also offers India, an Arctic Council Observer since

2013, a direct channel into Arctic governance. Therefore, TEPA complements the EU–India FTA

as a working model of what Europe–India trade can become.

Verbatim Quotes

“India does not need to catch a single additional fish to create new
value, jobs and exports. It needs only to look differently at what its
fleets already bring ashore.”

– Benedikt Höskuldsson
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ECI and Court make it harder, not easier, to trust in independent institutions

Context

Pratap Bhanu Mehta argues that

the Supreme Court and the Election

Commission have handled the Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls in ways that erode citizens’ faith

in independent institutions.

Facts

Mass appeals : the ECI filed appeals

against 16 lakh West Bengal voters who had

been found eligible for inclusion.

Burden of proof : an opaque process,

including software protocols, shifted the

burden of proof onto citizens.

Accountability gap : since Commissioners can be removed only by impeachment, the Court was the

only practical check.

Appointments : the Court has again raised the executive’s inordinate power over selecting Election

Commissioners.
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Analytical Crux

Mehta’s case is that the problem extends beyond procedure to a culture of impunity in

constitutional bodies whose mandate is to protect citizens from arbitrary power. The Court,

instead of insisting on strong procedural and substantive safeguards, legitimised the exercise, and

remarks from the bench suggested that excluded voters could simply vote next time. Because both

bodies are formally independent, their conduct shields the government from blame. He likens this

to a condition Roman historians knew, where arbitrary power occupies constitutional offices

without abolishing them. The disenfranchised voter remains largely invisible and unmobilised, which

blunts the political force of the anger. Therefore, in his reading, a better appointment procedure

cannot by itself secure integrity in high office.

Verbatim Quotes

“Procedure is no substitute for virtue, nor can it manufacture it.”

– Pratap Bhanu Mehta
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UPSC LINK

• GS Paper II, 2019: What introduces friction into the ties
between India and the United States is that Washington is still
unable to find for India a position in its global strategy, which
would satisfy India’s national self-esteem and ambitions.
Explain with suitable examples.

• GS Paper II, 2018: In the light of recent controversy
regarding the use of Electronic Voting Machines (EVM), what
are the challenges before the Election Commission of India to
ensure the trust of elections in India?

• GS Paper II, 2022: Discuss the role of the Election
Commission of India in the light of the evolution of the
Model Code of Conduct.
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