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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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ECl’s course correction is welcome, need for accountability remains

ECI’s course correction is welcome, need for
accountability remains

In the past few days, the ECI has made some hasty decisions that amount to admitting to its mistakes and
atoning for wrongs caused by previous decisions.

Written by:
Ashok Lavasa

6 min read
Oct 23, 2026 06:21 AM IST WV

| #  Make us preferred
source on Google

The Election Commission of India prepares and revises the electoral roll. Changes to the roll run

erough standard forms — Form 6 to add a name, Form 7 to o[y’ecf to one — and fhrough periodic

revisions, of which the Special Summary Revision is the routine annual exercise.

Since 2025 the Commission has also run a Specia/ [ntensive Revision in several States, under which
names were re-verified and /arge numbers deleted. On 23 Sepfember The Indian Express repor‘fec/
that two Election Commissioners had objecfed on record, fourteen times in ten months, to sfeps taken

bg the pol/ pane/. [n the weeks after that reporf the Commission rolled back several of those sfeps.

The author is a former Election Commissioner. He lists the rollbacks, asks whether Hvey amount to an
admission of error, and arques that responsibilifg for the decisions now rests with the Supreme Court

and with Parliament.
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ECI’s course correction is welcome, need for accountability remains

‘ Facts ‘

B - .
What set it of £+ The The rollbacks : The changes to Form 6,

FOHbGCI(S began OIMOS"'

called "illega/ and unauthorised” by one of
S Iy e The the Election Commissioners, were
admitted and dropped for non—Specia/

Indian Express invesﬁgaﬁon

of 23 Sepfember, which
r‘eporfed that two Election

Commissioners had o@'ecfed

[ntensive Revision states: booth level
officers were sent to the homes of those
notified for Iogica/ discrepancy; and Chief
Electoral Officers were told to organise
on record I% times in 10

camps so that those deleted earlier could

ths to poll panel steps.
months to poll panel steps Lo el subjed fo e/igibilify-

What is still unexplained : [he mystery surrounding the over 16 lakh appea/s
in West Benga/ remains unsolved, and the Chief Electoral Officer of

Maharashtra has written to the Commission so that citizens are not left open

to criminal Iiabilify for a false underfaking under the current Form 6.
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Analytical Crux

. These are welcome steps even if they seem like those of a warrior
who retreats after inciting the battle: the changes to Form 6 were
admitted and dropped for non-Special [ntensive Revision states, BLOs
were asked to visit the homes of those notified for /ogica/ discrepancg,
and CEOs were directed to organise camps to ensure that those

deleted earlier were readmitted su@'ecf to their eligibi/h‘y.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. [hese may parﬂal/y make up for the contentiousness of the SIR but do not

account for the a//eged il/egaliﬁes: decisions made unilafera//y as opposed to the
unanimous or mqjorify decisions mandated by the law i/lega”y amending Form 6
and designing a software that obstructed the Electoral Regish‘aﬁon Officers

from performing their duties.

3. The responsibi/ifg for these now rests with the Court, which watched the SIR

exercise unfold large/y /eHing the ECI be ajudge in its own cause: the verdict
could upho/d the decisions of the ECI as valid or rule them i//ega/ and overturn

them. and the matter now rests on collective will and individual sense of propriefy.

Verbatim Quotes

"The ECI cannot evade responsibi/ify for causing the

disenfranchisement of millions."

- AS,’)Ok LOVGSO
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Why SC said Section 17A of anti-corruption law does not protect public servants in bribe cases

Why SC said Section 17A of anti-corruption
law does not protect public servants in bribe
cases

The court held that prior approval is not needed to investigate bribe demands unrelated to official duties. It clarified the

scope of Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act.

Written by: Amaal Sheikh
Sminread New Delhi Oct 22,2026 06:21 PM IST

\ EXPRESS ®
) Yexplained.
"

= il

The Prevention of Corrupﬁon Act. 1988 lists the offences for which a public servant can be
prosecufed. Section I7A was added to shield officials from harassment: before the po/ice

may invesﬁgafe an offence under the Act that relates to a recommendation or a decision
the official made while discharging official dufy, Hwetj must first obtain the approva/ of the

90vernmemL concerned.

A constable in quasfhan Was charged with demanding a bribe of 1.5 lakh rupees. He argued
that the case againsf him was bad because no prior approva/ under Section I7A had been

taken. The Rcy'asv‘han High Court dismissed his p/ea and he appea/ec/ to the Supreme Court.

This exp/ainer sets out what the Court held and why the line between an official decision

and a personal demand decides when the Section I7A pr‘ofecﬁon is available at all.
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Why SC said Section 17A of anti-corruption law does not protect public servants in bribe cases

‘ Facts ‘

B The ruh'ng : A bench of Justices B \What Section I7A requires : No
SV N Bhatti and N V /\njaria po/ice officer shall investigate an
dismissed the appeal of a offence under the Prevention of
Rcy'asfhan police constable Corruph’on Act. 1988 without the
Tejamm, over an al/eged demand order of the appropriafe aufhorify,
for a bribe of 1.5 lakh rupees on which must respond within three
behalf of the SuloerimLendernL of months, extendable by one month
Police: he was arrested in with reasons recorded: the approva/
Sepfember 202! and a sanction is not needed where a person is
followed in December 2023. arrested on the spot.

The provision is itself under cha”enge : Earlier this year @ slo/hL verdict arose
on Section I7A: Justice K V Viswanathan uphe/d it while Justice B V Nagarm‘hna

struck it down as a provision that "profecfs the corrupvL rather than seeking to

profemL the honest” and the matter has been referred to a /arger bench.
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Analytical Crux

I. Section I7A cannot be viewed as to have an omnibus app/icaﬁon: the
profecﬁon could be extended on/g it the offence is linked to a decision
or recommendation made while discharging the official duv‘y, and the

act of demancling a bribe is a pure criminal act.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. Section I7A and Section 19 are both procedum/ safeguards but
operafe at ditferent sv‘ages of the criminal proceedings, approva/ before
an invesfigaﬁon and sanction before a court can take cognisance; the

de/ay in granﬁng sanction did not invalidate the criminal proceedings.

3. Earlier this year a sp/h‘ verdict arose on Section I7A. Justice KV
Viswanathan uphe/d the provision whereas Justice B V Nagamfhna
struck it down as one that protects the corrupt rather than seeking fo
profecf the honest. and the matter has been referred to a /arger bench.

Verbatim Quotes

“The court held that Section I7A does not IorofemL every act

committed by a pub/ic servant.

- Amaal Sheikh
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Xi’s Delhi visit: China’s new tone, old
assumptions about India

China’s president spoke of partnership in Delhi, but China’s longstanding doubts about

India’s rise persist.

Saqglain Rizve 22 October 2026 4 min read

When China’s President Xi Jinping flew into &' New Delhi for the BRICS summit last month, it
was his first visit to India in seven years. Meeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 12

September, Xi said the two countries should be “partners rather than rivals” 4. Modi also

spoke of improving ties. After years of tension along their Himalayan border, the language

marked a welcome change.

India and China have an unsettled boundary, a Iarge trade imbalance and a Iong contest

for influence in Asia. Relations froze after the clash in the Galwan Va//ey in 2020 and

began to thaw with an agr‘eememL in 2024 that eased the milh‘ary stand-off.

In Sepfember 2026 Xi Jinping came to New Delhi for the BRICS summit, his first visit
to India in seven years. /\/\eeﬁng Narendra Modi on 12 Sepfember, he said the two

countries should be partners rather than rivals.

The author asks whether the warmer /anguage reflects a changed Chinese view of
India. Drawing on recent scholarship, he arques that Beying s estimate of India rests

as much on ideas inherited from the last cemLury as on the presemL balance of power.
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- The visit : Xi Jinping's

first visit to India in seven

What has not moved : The 2020
(alwan Val/ey clash killed 20 Indian

. He met Narend
gears. Tie metr farendra soldiers and, according to Bey’ing, four

Modi on 12 Sepfember at
the BRICS summit and said

the two countries should be

Chinese soldiers: a 2024 agreememL
eased the mi/ifarg stand-off but froops
remain de,o/oyed and boundary

“part ther th
partners rarner nan negoﬁaﬁons have made limited progress.

rivals .

- The asymmefry : Bilateral trade reached a record 155.6 billion US dollars in

2025 with India's deficit above 100 billion: the World Bank pufs China's 2025
economy at about 19.5 trillion US dollars o:gaiﬂsvL near/g it trillion for India. and
SIPRI pufs Chinese milifary spending at 336 billion againsf India’s 92.1 billion.
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Analytical Crux

I. China and India have c/ispufes over +erri+ory, influence and
international status rooted in how Chinese leaders have understood
India’s p/ace in Asia for more than a cemLurg; better relations do not

necessari/y mean a different view of each other.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. [he attitudes predafe the presenf economic gap: in 1978 the two
economies were re/aﬁvelg close in size, around 150 billion for China and

137 billion for India, yev‘ China's dismissive image of India was a/ready
established.

3. Pardesi described India as a lesser rival in Chinese sfrm‘egic
fhinking, but one capab/e of obsfrucfing Beying's wider ambitions in
Asia: for New Delhi. China is a central securhty concern. while Beying IS

more focused on its rivalrg with the United States.

Verbatim Quotes

"Still the attitudes are relevant because H)eg predm‘e the presemL

economic gap. "

— Saq/ain Rizve
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Practical Cooperation: How China and Bhutan Engage Beyond Borders

Practical Cooperation: How China and Bhutan
Engage Beyond Borders

AUTHOR : ADITYA GOWDARA SHIVAMURTHY

Expert Speak Raisina Debates

© X o O ©

C

Published on Oct 22, 2026 | G Add as preferred on Google

Despite the absence of diplomatic relations, Bhutan and China are expanding
cooperation, especially on trade and tourism through third countries and digital
space

Bhutan lies between India and China and has no diplomaﬁc relations with China. Its foreign po/icg
has /ong been shaped by the 1949 India-Bhutan Trem‘y of Perpefua/ Peace and Friendship, and by
its own choice not to establish ties with the permanet# members of the United Nations Securifg

Council.

China claimed Bhutan in its enﬁrev‘g in its early years, then from the 1960s narrowed its claims to
certain contested areas. [he two had no direct communication until 198%: India raised Bhutan's

border issue with China several times, and China refused insisﬁng it would deal on/y with Thimphu.

This essay maps what has grown up in place of formal ties — trade and tourism routed fhrough
third countries and digifal plahcorms — and arques that dip/omaﬁc relations are becoming 9rac/ua/ly

inevitable.
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Practical Cooperation: How China and Bhutan Engage Beyond Borders

‘ Facts ‘

- No ties, many rounds : - Why Bhutan sfayed out : India's role
China and Bhutan still lack in guiding Bhutan's foreign po/icg rested
dip/omaﬁc relations: the on the 19%9 India-Bhutan Tr‘eafg of
first bilateral border talks Perpefua/ Peace and Friendship, and
were held in 198% and more Thimphu avoided dip/omaﬁc relations with
than 25 rounds of the permanent members of the United
negoﬁaﬁons have taken Nations Securh‘y Council, especia/ly after
place since. China became a P-5 member in 197I.

The trade turn : China is now among Bhutan's +op five impom‘ sources, and in
2025 Bhutan's imporfs from China reached their highes+ value at 21 045

million rupees, routed erough India because no direct trade infrastructure

exists.
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Analytical Crux

I. Bhutan has preferrec/ reso/ving the boundary issue before
esfab/ishing c/ip/omaﬁc relations, to deter China from influencing the
talks fhrough new economic incentives and to avoid false alarms in Delhi

about 9rowin9 Chinese influence.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. Beg'ing terms this pracﬁca/ coopemh’on because it supporfs Bhutan's
deve/opmenf pafh chosen in line with its national conditions: p/aying a /ong
game, Beying is not rushing to establish dip/omaﬁc ties while it has

continued to use border intrusions and aggression to build pressure.

3. No infrastructure or mechanism exists for direct trade with China
and Bhutan depends heavi/g on land routes which run on/y erough [ndia:
despife the additional time and cost, trade has continued to grow, and
Nepal has become a bric/ge, with Gyirong pom‘ the main eerg poimL.

Verbatim Quotes

"P/aying a /ong game, Beying seems to be /everaging this momentum

by not rushing to establish dip/omaﬁc ties and showing what it has
to offer.”

= /\difga (owdara Shivamur%hy
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Tehran is a Different Beast Now

Tehranis a Different Beast
Now

COLE BUCY

October 21, 2026

Iran IS governed by d Supreme Leader WhO hOIClS final GUH’?O!"H’H over Hve armed fOf‘C@S

and foreign po/icg, with decisions taken by a small inner circle around him.

On the account given in this piece, @ United States-led attack in February opened a
war in which Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei was killed on the first dag. His son
/\/\qjv‘aba Khamenei. wounded in the same strike, became Supreme [ eader. V\/ashingfon
had expecfec/ the conflict to last only a few weeks.

The author is a former CIA ana/gmL whosejob was to see the world as [ranian leaders
do. He argues that the surviving Ieadership S working from an altered set of sfrafegic

principles, and that American policy keeps misreading what it is now dealing with.
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Tehran is a Different Beast Now

‘ Facts ‘

B The decapifafion strike : B The June Memorandum of
Former Supreme Leader Ali Undersfanding : [t recognised [ranian
Khamenei died on the first control of the Strait of Hormuz,
dag of the war in February; adminisferedjoinﬂy with Oman, as a
his son and new Supreme security guarantee against future
[ eader /\/\oﬁaba Khamenei United States attack, and provided
was wounded in the same significanf sanctions relief without any
airstrike that killed his concrete concessions on Iran's nuclear
father and his wife. programme.

The endurance arqument : [ranian leaders regu/arly cite the death of near/y
half a million Iranians in the 1980s war with Ir‘aq, when food was rationed, as
evidence of national grhﬂ and count on 90 million citizens to turn the ferriforg

into another quagmire.
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Analytical Crux

I. The unprecedenfec/ decapifaﬁon strikes have Iike/y persuaded
surviving members that Hleg are dead men wa/king; this mindset has
eroded U.S. and Israeli deterrence, because Iran's inner circle asks

what he is going to do that Iran has not a/readg endured.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. lIran's constant rebuffs indicate that Hwey see most U.S. dip/omaﬁc offers as cups
of poison; the United States and Israel launched surprise attacks on Iran twice in the
pasf two years when Tehran's diplomafs were in negoﬁaﬂons, a paHern that probab/y
has confirmed Iranian hardliners’ cynicism that the White House often uses

negoﬁaﬁons as a mi/ifary tactic.

3. Iran had not previous/g closed the Strait of Hormuz because it feared U.S.

mi/ifary reprisal, but once it had a/ready suffered the very attack it feared that
calculus Hipped; because the United States initiated this round of conflict without

consulﬁng allies. Europe and Asia will nofjoin a U.S. codlition.

Verbatim Quotes

"New Tehran recognizes that there is little to gain by p/aging it safe: [ts on/y chance

to survive is an aggressive posfure that imposes enough cost that the United States

and its regiona/ parfners can no /onger easi/g threaten the Islamic Repub/ic s

existence — even if that brinksmanship brings the regime's own survival to the edge."

- Cole Bucy
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UPSC LINK

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: Accelerating of Chinese influence across South
Asia is fundamentally reshaping the region’s geopolitical landscape. This is
a big foreign policy challenge for India. Analyse.

* PSIR Paper II, 2026: India has recognised that West Asia is not a single
contest, but a tangle of rivalries, bargains and anxieties. Comment.

« PSIR Paper I, 2026: Highlight any five constitutional provisions that
restrain the powers of the executive, and evaluate their effectiveness in
current times.

« GS Paper I1, 2026: Is the right to vote a fundamental right? Discuss the
position of the Election Commission of India while undertaking the revision
of electoral rolls. Can it also examine the question of citizenship of voters?

« PSIR Paper I, 2025: There is a debate on the procedure for appointment
of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners to the
Election Commission of India. Analyse its various aspects.

« PSIR Paper II, 2024: Bhutan has historically been an ally of India, but
the China-Bhutan border related issues have become a security issue for
India. Discuss.

» PSIR Paper II, 2024: Does the idea of the 21st century as ‘Asian century’

continue to remain feasible given the growing friction between India and
China?
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