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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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A press card is not a precondition for constitutional protection

I Columns
A press card is not a precondition for
constitutional protection

\ press card can explain why a person is al a prolest; il cannol decide whether she

leaves wilh her liberty and dignily inlacl.

Context

On I5 October the Supreme Court heard about 32 peﬁﬁons on a/leged police excesses during the profesfs
agairmL the Specia/ [ntensive Revision of electoral rolls and the Chief Election Commissioner. One strand of
them concerns womenjourna/isfs who say male poh’ce personne/ harassed and manhandled them at profesf

sites.

For the Centre the Solicitor (eneral said the 9ovemmemL cannot tell who is a reel maker and who is an
independenfjoumalisf, and Justice Joymalya Bagchi said the Court will examine the varying levels of
profecﬁon available to accredifedjournalisfs, freelancers. independenfjourna/isfs and influencers. The piece

argues that if profecﬁon shrinks to those who can prove fhey arejournalisfs, it does not survive the

Constitution.

The author writes in Bar & Bench. He runs fhrough the Article Iq(l)(a) line of cases. separafes facilities that

may follow a profession from righfs that attach to every person, and closes with four proposa/s the Court

could issue that police could acfua/ly apply.
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A press card is not a precondition for constitutional protection

‘ Facts ‘

B What the Court is examining : On B The constitutional position : Unlike the
October 15 the Supreme Court heard First Amendment in the United States, the
about 32 petitions on a//eged police Indian Constitution has no separate
excesses cluring profesfs a‘qainsvL the fundamental righf of press freedom: it is
Special [ntensive Revision of electoral read into Article Iq(l)(a). In MSM
rolls and the Chief Election Sharma v. Sri Krishna Sinha (Iqu) the
Commissioner. Justice Joymalya Supreme Court said the press stands on no
Bagchi said the Court will examine the higher fooﬁng than the citizen's freedom of
varying levels of profecﬁon available to speech and expression, and that no privilege
accredited journalisfs, freelancers, attaches to the press that is distinct from
independenfjourna/isfs and influencers. the freedom of the citizen.

_ Why credentials are not the line : [hree Indian Express journalists were reportedly
detained despife showing valid press cards. A womcmjournalimL who accused a po/ice officer of
sexual harassment was booked under the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
( Prevention of /‘\frociﬁes) Act on the officer's complaimL, along with two other journa/isfs, and
Senior Advocate Indira Jaising told the Court that the Act was being misused to pre-empt her

case.
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Analytical Crux

l. Oafhering information is the first step of speech, and recording
pub/ic officials performing sovereign functions in a pub/ic p/ace is not
passive observation: the better view is that documenﬁng such conduct is

parf of Article Iq(l) (a), subjecf only to restrictions that Article Iq<2)
permifs, and not holding a press card is not a 9round listed in Article

19(2).
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. Under Article 1% a classification needs a rational nexus to its purpose;
credentials have that nexus with access-based facilities, but none with
bodily infegrify or freedom from arbih‘ary coercion, which every person

holds equally,

S Every use of po/ice powers must rest on a lawful 9round, follow the
app/icab/e safeguards and involve on/y force that is necessary and
proporﬁonafe, and those tests app/y the same way to a repom‘er and a
reel-maker: doubt about who someone is cannot change what the law

requires before a person is detained or struck.

Verbatim Quotes

A press card can exp/ain why a person is at a profesf; it cannot

decide whether she leaves with her /ibem‘y and dignify intact.”

- Shivam Aggarwa/

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



India’s Energy Transition: The Fiscal Challenge for Coal-Dependent States

Home | Research [ Essay Series | Expert Speak

India’s Energy Transition: The Fiscal Challenge for

Coal-Dependent States
AUTHOR : MANINI
Expert Speak Terra Nova
Published on Oct 28, 2026 | (G Add as preferred on Google ©O % f X oD O

India’s energy transition must address the fiscal and structural vulnerabilities of
coal-dependent states to ensure a just transition and equitable distribution of
costs

[ndia passed 500 9igawaHs of installed elecfricify capacify last October. with renewables

making up more than half. The piece begins by separaﬂng installed from delivered: of the
57 percemL non-fossil installed capach‘y, only around 29 percemL 9enera+es elech‘icify.

That capacify is concentrated in Rcy'asfhan, Oujarm‘, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka and
/ar‘gely leaves out the coal states — Jharkhand, Odisha, ChhaHisgarh, /V\adhya Pradesh
and West Bengal. The author's argumemL is that for those states this is a fiscal-federalism

quesﬂon before it is an energy one.

The author writes for ORF. The piece sets out the institutional fiscal and market barriers
the coal states face, the structure of coal revenue and who controls it. and what a Finance

Commission award would have to count for the transition to be ca/ledjusf.
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India’s Energy Transition: The Fiscal Challenge for Coal-Dependent States

‘ Facts ‘

B What coal still carries : -
Coal still generates /' percent
of India's elech"icifg. Odisha,
Jharkhand and ChhaHisgarh
+oge+her hold 69 percent of

India's COGI reserves and

The revenue at stake : Rogalﬁes on

extraction, state UST on sale and
contributions to the District Mineral
Foundation fogefher gielded INR 31 281.7
crore for state treasuries in FY 2023-24.
Between 2014 and 2023 major coal-

duce 63 t of it [
proauce b= percent oTirs cod producing states earned INR 1.52 lakh crore

inc/uding /\/\adhtja Pradesh

raises their combined share of
national coal oufpuf to /5-80

percenf.

from rogalﬁes and related levies, and for
Jharkhand coal rogalﬁes and levies make up

around 30 percemL of its own tax revenue.

The frozen royalfy e Royalfy rates are still fixed and revised so/ely by the Centre

under the Mines and Minerals (DevelopmemL and Regu/aﬁon} Act. 1957. The rate has
been frozen at It ,oerc:emL ad valorem since /\/\ag 2012, the /\/\inisfry of Coal has
recem‘ly reaffirmed that it has no plan to revise it. and Odisha alone estimates that
roga/@ sfagnaﬁon costs it close to INR 10,000 crore a year.
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Analytical Crux

I. Policies designed at the central level tend to reform the couerg
uniform/y, but states differ wide/y in fiscal structure, institutional
sfrengfh, infrastructure, and sfomge capach‘y; renewable energy

markets respond to these differences uneven/g.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. As coal oufpmL p/m‘eaus and mines close, these states face twin
pressures: diminishing royah‘y, DMF and aST inflows and rising costs
ranging from new renewable purchase ob/igaﬁons to grid upgmdes and

worker and communifg transition spending.

3. Future Finance Commission awards. as well as any naﬁona/jusf—
transition fund, should factor in states’ fa/ling royah‘y, GST, and DMF
revenues ds /ong—ferm fiscal losses, a/ongside income distance and

contribution to GDP. and reflect them when disfribuﬁng central tax

revenues.

Verbatim Quotes

" ['he adjustment is not a one-time shock but a structural hole in

state budgefs. "
- Manini
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Opening in Baku should encourage Delhi’s exploration of changing Eurasian landscape

NEWS OPINION COLUMNS Jpening in Baku should encourage Delhi’s exploration of changing Eurasian landscaps

W Premium

Opening in Baku should encourage Delhi’s
exploration of changing Eurasian landscape

Azerbaijan’s energy resources and transport links give it influence across the Caucasus, inner Asia and the
Greater Middle East. Closer engagement can help Delhi expand its access to these regions and strengthen its
wider continental diplomatic presence

Written by:
C. Raja Mohan ‘ ]
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Context

S. Jaishankar's visit to Baku last week poimLed to a reset with /‘\zerbay'an after ties soured. Indian
percepﬁons of Turkey, /‘\zerbajjan and Pakistan as a sfr‘afegic bloc had hardened dur‘ing Op Sindoor in /\/\ay

2025, when calls to boycoH Turkey and /\zerbay'an spread erough television and social media into travel and
trade.

The argumemL is that nationalism and self-interest outlast poliﬁcal affiliations based on religion and eﬂmicify.
Baku's ties with Islamabad were thinner than the /anguage of brotherhood suggesfed, and its solic/arify with

Ankara is now showing strains as /‘\zerbayan prepares to hand the chair of the Organisaﬁon of Turkic States

to Tbrkey.

The author is a confribuﬁng editor on international affairs for The Indian Express, and a professor and
director at the Motwani Jacleja Institute of American Studies, Jindal Global Universifg, Delhi. He sets the
Turkic quesﬁon agairmL Central Asia's multi-vector dip/omacg and argues that India must engage the changing

Eurasian /andscape.
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Opening in Baku should encourage Delhi’s exploration of changing Eurasian landscape

‘ Facts ‘

B How the bloc hardened : Delhi =
flagged the 202! Islamabad Where Ankara and Baku differ : Azerbaijan’s
Declaration by Turkey, /‘\zerbay'an restrictions on I[slamic headscarves in schools drew
and Pakistan, which backed sharp criticism from conservative Turkish voices:
Pakistan's posiﬁon on Kashmir, Baku defended its secular order, rejecfed outside
and their " Three Brothers” interference, and issued arrest warrants for Turkish
milifarg exercise in /‘\zerbajjan nationals accused of incitement. Azerbayan also
that year gave the parfnership a values its sfrafegic re/aﬁonship with Israel
memorable label. Indian inc/uding defence cooperaﬁon, while Turkey, the
perceptions of the three as a first /\/\us/im-majorify country to recognise [srael in
sfrafegic bloc hardened during Op 949, is now sharplg at odds with it.

Sindoor in /V\ay 2025.

B What Central Asia will not sign : The Turkic Council established in 2009 became the
Organisaﬁon of lurkic States in 202I, bringing +oge+her Turkeg, /\zerbayan, Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzsfan and Uzbekistan, with Turkmenistan an observer. Kazakh President Kassgm-Jomam‘
Tokayev rejecfed proposals to turn the OTS into a milifary alliance or 9eopoh’ﬁca/ bloc, and
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzsfan also be/ong to the Russia-led Collective Securify Treafy Organisaﬁon.
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Analytical Crux

I. The Central Asian republics welcome [urkish investment franspom‘
links and mi/ifary fechno/ogy, but Hwey pursue multi-vector
parfnerships, much like India's mulﬁ-a/ignment and seek pam‘ners to

sfrengfhen sovereigm‘y and widen their choices while refaining freedom

to engage other powers.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. /\zerbayan borders Russia and Iran. connects westwards fhrough Georgia
and Turkey, and looks across the Caspian towards Central Asia: its energy

resources and h“anspomL links give it influence across the Caucasus, inner Asia

and the Greater Middle East.

3. India does not objemL to other countries having relations with Pakistan but
it does seek their neuh‘a/ifg in India-Pakistan dispufes; Pakistan's friends have
interests of their own some of them over/ap India’s, and exp/oring that common

9round is better than giving [slamabad a veto over Delhi's dip/omaﬁc choices.

Verbatim Quotes

"Shared re/igious and ethnic identities can facilitate prach'ca/

coopemﬁon, but +hey do not aufomaﬁca//y produce a unified

sfrafegic bloc.”

- C. R(ya Mohan
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Rubio’s visits are not enough to reset India—US relations

Rubio’s visits are not enough to reset
India-US relations

Structural ties endure, but Trump’s flip-flopping on energy policy has done lasting damage to

Washington’s relationship with New Delhi.

Chietigj Bajpaee 29 October 2026 4 min read
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s visit to India last week triggered two opposing

narratives: one that the India-US relationship remains in chronic decline, and another that it

continues to move from strength to strength. As with most things, the reality is somewhere in

the middle.

Marco Rubio's visit to India last week friggered two opposing narratives: that the
relaﬁonship is in chronic decline. and that it continues to move from sh‘engfh to sfrengfh.

The piece pufs the rethLg somewhere in the middle and calls the re/aﬂonship sﬁcky.

[ts evidence for stickiness is structural: bilateral trade in goods and services grew to around
US$240 billion in 2025, India conducts morejoimL mi/ifary exercises with the United
States than any other couerg, and fechno/ogy cooperaﬁon continues. [ts evidence for

damage is the record of US policy on India's purchase of Russian crude.

The author writes in the I_owy [nstitute's Inferprefer. He arques that two pi”ars of the
relaﬂonship have weakened under Trump, and names a Iong-de/aged bilateral trade

agreemen+ and a Quad leaders’ summit as the wafchpoinfs for a structural shift.
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Rubio’s visits are not enough to reset India—US relations

‘ Facts ‘

_ Why Mumbai and Jamnagar : _ The Russian oil whip’ash g Trump's

Rubio visited Mumbai and
jamnagar but not New Delhi.

Jamnagar is home to the world's
lc:u"gesvL refinery, owned by
Reliance Industries, and the visit
was rooted in India becoming the
second—largemL buyer of

Venezuelan heavy crude after the

United States capfured Nicolas
Maduro in Jcmuarg. [t followed

Trump lS /V\CH"C"? announcement

that Reliance will invest in a major

refinery in Brownsville. Texas.

administration s/apped >0 per cent tariffs on India
and threatened secondary sanctions. In Februarg
2026 the United States reduced tariffs as the
framework for an interim trade deal was reached in
exchange for New Delhi suspending Russian oil
purchases. In Sepfember the Linc/sey 0. Graham
Sancﬁoning Russia and Iran Act of 2026
authorised tariffs of up to 100 per cent on the five
Iar‘geswL buyers of Russian oil and gas, inc/uding
India: with the United States now buging Russian
diesel itself Trump waived those pena/ﬁes in
October, with Rubio indicaﬁng a 60—0/03 review to

follow.

The two wafchpoim‘s : India’s finance minister says trade talks have hit a "p/afeau", and no Quad

leaders” summit has taken p/ace in over Two years. Recent claims that a deal is near, and plans for

a Quad leaders’ summit in Manila in November, are the author's cause for some hope.
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Analytical Crux

l. Despife the war of words between New Delhi and \/\/ashingfon over
the last year, fuelled by taritfs, sanctions, and fighfening visa rules,
structural engagement remains strong: bilateral trade in 9oods and
services grew to around US$2%0 billion in 2025, and India continues
to conduct more joint mi/h‘ary exercises with the US than any other

counfbg.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. [he fundamental prob/em with the Trump administration’s approach to India is
that it prioriiises short-term interests over /ong-i‘erm siraiegic considerations: the
values debate is non-existent in Trump s mighi-is—righi, hemispheric worldview, and
the China factor has lost salience, as each couniry is independeni/y seeking to reset

relations with Bey’ing.

3. Rubio's visits to India's financial and energy capiials he/p e sirengihen India’s
simiegic indispensabiliiy to the US, but a /asiing reset in the bilateral relm‘ionship
needs to go beyond episodic achievements: rather than plaiiiudes or dealmaking, the

simiegic rationale of the India-US re/aiionship needs to be rediscovered and revived.

Verbatim Quotes

“Two key pi//ars of the India-US re/aiionship have weakened under

Trump: the countries shared democratic values and India’s role as a

counterbalance to China."

- Chieiigj Bajpaee
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China’s New Export Controls: Selling the Output, Keeping the Capability

Home |/ Research | Essay Series | Expert Speak

China’'s New Export Controls Selling the Output,
Keeping the Capability

AUTHOR : MANOJ JOSHI

Expert Speak Raisina Debates

Published on Oct 28, 2026 (G Add as preferred on Google

Having moved from imitation to the frontier in Al, biomedicine, and solar,

Beijing is now deciding who may follow it there, and India may be among those
left waiting

On 16 October China's /V\inish“y of Commerce and /\/\inisfry of Science and Techno/ogy proposed adding

Al biomedicine and phofovolfaic fechno/ogies to the cafalogue of +echnologies prohibifed or restricted from
expomL. Three days later the /\/\inish“y of Commerce and Customs placed certain tunnel boring machines,

dr‘edgers and specialised excavators designed for use above 3,000 metres under exporf control.

The piece reads the design of the measures rather than their headline: the aim is not to block producfs
but to sfop transfers of the underlying know-how. so that supp/y chains sfag bound to China. The Manus
affair, in which Meta was able to acquire a Chinese-founded Al agemL app without fripping any exisﬁng

control is given as the /oopho/e being closed.

The author writes for ORF. He reads the altitude threshold againsf India’s building a/ong the Line of
Actual Control counts the fechno/ogies on each of the three lists. and sets the measures agcu'nmL India’s

producﬁon—h’nked incentive schemes in electronics. solar modules and pharmaceuﬂcals.
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China’s New Export Controls: Selling the Output, Keeping the Capability

‘ Facts ‘

B B : :
The three lists : The Al provisions run to 723 The altitude threshold : Un I

. . October certain tunnel boring machines
proposed technologies, covering large models,

and their componenfs, c/redgers, and

ts. chip design, ting clusters, and
agents, chip-design, computing ciusters, an specialised excavators designed for use

cgber and informaﬁon-processing capabi/iﬁes. hove 2000 s wor placed e

Five technolog d for biomedicine.
ve rechnologies are proposed Tor biomedicine export control. Civilian demand for such

covering cell and gene Hverapies and small
inferfering RNA drugs. The phofovolfaic list
contains 12: thin-wafer fluidised-bed
po/ysi’icon and perovskife cells would be

prohibifed ouﬂ‘ighf, while TOPCon and

heferojuncﬁon would need a licence.

ecluipmemL at that heighf is s/ight
except where roads and tunnels are
being driven Hvrough the Himalayas,
which India is doing along the Line of
Actual Control. The measure never

names [ndia.

B The drone list : The same 19 October order recalibrated drone export controls. Covered items
now include unmanned aerial vehicles that ﬂg beyond natural line of sighf with an endurance of
three hours or more, or a range of 300 km or more. along with radios above 30 dBmW or
capable of confrol/ing more than |0 aircraft, aerosol dispersa/ sysfems above 80 litres, high-power
brushless motors, carbon-fibre propel/ers, and fechno/ogies for Highf control, autonomous

navigaﬁon, sense-and-avoid, who/e—sgsfem design, and counter-UAS operaﬁons.
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Analytical Crux

I. Countries pursuing a China+! strategy depend on importing
components, process know/edge, equipment, and engineers; a facfory in
India or Vietnam making solar cells or bio/ogics needs more than a
purchase order, it needs the know-how, and restrict that and the +I

remains a showroom rather than a compeh’for.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. China has acquired the means to monitor, slow or block the flow of its
Al fechnology whenever it chooses: a /icensing regime requires no dramatic
announcement, on/g discretion, de/ags can be passed off as bureaucratic,

and refusa/s can be IZH’ unexp/ained.

3. Even an overseas facfory built with Chinese equipment may remain
within the scope of the controls after the machines are installed: the
restriction thus follows the fechno/ogy across the border and persists

after c/e/ivery, which would affect upgrades, servicing, and the re-expom‘ of
what fhey produce.

Verbatim Quotes

"Beying is in effect, frying to kee,o the capabi/ify at home while

exporﬁng the oufpuf. )
- /\/\anoj Joshi
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UPSC LINK

« PSIR Paper I, 2026: Evaluate the Centre-State relation with reference to
Article 293 and analyze its implications for the Indian federal structure.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: QUAD requires more robust architecture than the
summit driven mode to tide over the current challenges. Elaborate.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: India has adopted multi-alignment to fulfill its core
values and interests in International relations. Discuss.

« GS Paper I1, 2026: Is the right to vote a fundamental right? Discuss the
position of the Election Commission of India while undertaking the revision
of electoral rolls. Can it also examine the question of citizenship of voters?

« PSIR Paper II, 2025: India continues to invoke its time-tested policy of
strategic autonomy vis-a-vis both the United States of America and Russia by
rejecting US' offer of mediation on Kashmir issue and by refusing to criticize
Russia in its ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.

* GS Paper 11, 2025: Examine the evolving pattern of Centre-State financial
relations in the context of planned development in India. How far have the
recent reforms impacted the fiscal federalism in India?

« PSIR Paper II, 2024: "Deglobalisation is displacing globalisation."
Comment.

* GS Paper 11, 2024: Critically analyse India's evolving diplomatic,
economic and strategic relations with the Central Asian Republics (CARS)
highlighting their increasing significance in regional and global geopolitics.
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