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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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The anti-SIR and anti-CEC agitation is now set to become a pro-democracy movement

NEWS / OPINION / COLUMNS / The anti-SIR and anti-CEC agitation is now set to become a pro-democracy movement

The anti-SIR and anti-CEC agitation is now
set to become a pro-democracy movement

As of now, a call for free and fair elections encompasses the most widely shared sentiment of the people

Written by:
Yogendra Yadav
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7 min read
Nov 3, 2026 11:08 AM IST Vv
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[ 1) Comments

The INDIA bloc rally on Sundag did not produce the Chief Election Commissioner's resignaﬁon, and no
one expecfed it to. The piece argues that the monfh-/ong profemL has still achieved more than anyone

expecfed, because the run-up saw the entire Opposiﬁon, and not on/y the INDIA bloc, come fogefher to

quesﬁon the role of the Election Commission of India.

[ts argumem‘ is that the agifaﬁon should now widen from the removal of Oyanesh Kumar and the
rollback of the SIR to reclaiming democratic space, and that a call for regime change is at this sfage a
distraction. A mass movement. on this reading, must keep to the lowest common denominator that holds

the widest supporf, which foday is a call for free and fair elections.

The author is @ member of Swaraj India and national convenor of Bharat Jodo /‘\bhiyaan. He weighs
what the rally settled names the Uttar Pradesh assembly election as the test of the electoral sgsfem's

credibilify, and compares the next phase of the stir to a river slowing as it descends to the plains.
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The anti-SIR and anti-CEC agitation is now set to become a pro-democracy movement

‘ Facts ‘

. full-spectrum vote of no u Who joined beyond the parties : Civil
confidence : AAP and D/VK sfayed society organisations and movements that
away from the ra/ly but are with the have led the campaign aqgainst the SIR
cause. and non-INDIA bloc opposition were present both in the mock pcu"liamemL
parﬁes like the BJD. BRS and YSRCP on Safurdag and at the podium of the
which have often supporfed the Sundag ra/ly, inc/uding many farmer
9overnmen+, have also come out againsvL organisaﬂons and all the gouﬂw
the SIR and the ECI. The author holds organisations active in the October
that such a vote of no confidence bg the protests. The CJP issued a call to
entire par/iamenfary Opposiﬁon o:gainsvL suppomL the Opposiﬁon ra//y, and
the election management bodg would be influencers like Dhruv Rathee and farmer
unprecedenfed in any democrac::/. leaders like Rakesh [ikait endorsed it.

What the pubh’c now knows : The Indian Express expose opened the f/oodgafes of media
reporting on the SIR. The public now knows about the questions that surround Form 6,
misuse of bulk Form 7 objecﬁons, the contentious use of Form 8 to change the final voter list

the weird paHern of voter deletion and bulk fi/ing of anonymous appea/s in West Benga/.
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Analytical Crux

I. Such a fu//-spech“um vote of no confidence by the entire
par/iamenfarg Opposiﬁon againsf the election managemenf body would
be unprecedenfed in any democmcg; this is like all the non-host teams

demanding rep/acemenf of the tournament referee.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. [he success of a mass movement depends on floaﬂng with the sentiment of the
organic profesfers, on keeping to the lowest common denominator that ensures the
widest possible support‘ a call for free and fair elections goes beyond the current
demands for the removal of the CEC, the repeal of the 2023 Act and the rollback
of the SIR. and would also entail reclaiming democratic freedoms like freedom of

expression, dissent and profesf.

3. For someone who has observed Indian elections close/y for the last four decades,
the assemb/g election in UP will be an agnipariksha that will determine whether we
can expecf anyfhing like fair elections in the minimal sense of the term under the

presemL dispensaﬂon; that must be the focal IooimL of the pro—democmcg movement.

Verbatim Quotes

"More than a test of Narendra Modi's or yogi /\difyanm‘h s

popu/arh‘g, it will be a test of the electoral sgsfem's credibi/ify."

- yogendra YGdGV
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Steel policy for 2047 needs to shift focus — from protection to competition

NEWS / OPINION COLUMNS / Steel policy for 2047 needs to shift focus — from protection to competition

Steel policy for 2047 needs to shift focus —
from protection to competition

Other industries such as pharmaceuticals and auto components have shown that reduction in protection does
not hurt the industry

Written by:

Montek S Ahluwalia,
Shishir Gupta, Rishita
Sachdeva

6 min read
Nov 2, 2026 07:24 AM IST v
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The /\/\inisfry of Steel has released the Draft National Steel Policg: Vision 2047 whose olgjecﬁves include
making Indian steel 9Iobally compeﬁﬁve and raising steel exporfs to &5 million tonnes. The piece accepfs

the objecﬁves and asks what 9Iobally compeﬁﬁve is meant to mean.

[ts argument is that the indusfry's high proﬁ'fabi/ify reflects protection rather than efﬁ'ciency. A 30 per
cent expomL dufy holds the domestic price of iron ore well below the global price, an imloomL taritf of 7.5
per cent with a safeguard dufy of II.5 per cent takes the dufy rate to I8 per cent and Qualify Control
Orders cover 228 steel producfs.

Ahluwalia is a disﬁnguished fellow at CSEP and a former depufy chairman of the P/anning Commission:
Oupfa and Sachdeva are senior fellow and associate fellow there. The piece models what happens to
proﬂ'fabilify it the profecﬁon is withdrawn. and sets out four changes: calibrated tariff reduction

privaﬁsaﬁon of some public sector planfs, removal of the ore exporf dufg and an overhaul of mining po/icg.
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Steel policy for 2047 needs to shift focus — from protection to competition

Facts

B Where the indusfry stands : From
producing less than 5 per cent of 9lobal steel
and ranking ninth in 2000, India has
become the world's second-largem‘ steel
producer at 170 Mt far behind China at 961
Mt. /\verage profifabi/ify, measured as
EBITDA over sales, was around 15 per cent
for 2000-25. which is 3-4% per cent higher
than the rest of Indian manufacfuring, and
the top three Indian steel firms run 3-%

percenfage poimLs above their bigges1L 9/obal
counferparfs for 2015-24.

_ The scaffolding of profecﬁon : An exloomL

dufg of 30 per cent on iron ore with more
than 58 per cent iron content makes the
domestic price of the ore 30-14+0 per cent
lower than 9/oba/ prices. A 7.5 per cent
import taritf with an 11.5 per cent safeguard
dufg makes the dufy rate |8 per cent,
againsvL 3-k per cent in ASEAN. and Qua/ify
Control Orders cover 228 steel producfs, of
which the Gauba Committee has reporfed/y
recommended removing 122 while on/g 59

have been suspended.

What withdrawal would cost : Under Alternative | with tariffs reduced so the price of domestic
steel drops by about 6 per cent to Japanese levels, the profifabilify of the Iarges+ privafe sector steel

firm reduces by Z5 per cent that of the largesf pub/ic sector firm drops bg 50 per cent, and that of

the fasfesf—growing large privafe firm drops by 4O per cent. Under Alternative 2, with exloomL duties

on iron ore removed and all ore boughvL at the 9loba/ price, the proﬁfabi/ify of the /argemL privafe firm

reduces to approximafe/y / per cent that of the fasfesf—growing privafe firm dr‘ops by 95 per cent,

and that of the /argemL public-secfor firm becomes negaﬁve.
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Analytical Crux

I. One reason whg proﬂfabi/ifg is high is because we /<eep iron-ore
prices low: an exporf dufg of 30 per cent on iron ore with more than
D8 per cent iron content makes the domestic price of the ore 30-40
per cent lower than global prices, so our iron-mining resources are
underpaid to benefit the steel indusfrg, which also lowers the incentive

to mine causing economic loss for mineral-rich regions.

2. Domestic firms sell steel at a 6-7 per cent premium over @ high-
cost counfrg like Japan, which has a detrimental impacf on downstream
industries: in the construction sector steel accounts for around I5 per
cent of total prcy’ecf cost. and smaller- and medium-scale industries,

which are critical for exporfs, also face high domestic inpuf costs.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. Other industries such as pharmaceuh’ca/s and auto components have
shown that reduction in protection does not hurt the indushy: import
tarifts on pharmaceuticals and automobile parts and components
dropped from around 40O per cent in 2000 to 10-15 per cent in 2023,

while the share of India’s exporfs of automobile parfs in g/oba/ exporfs
increased from 0.2 per cent in Z003 to I.5 per cent in Z02%.

Verbatim Quotes

"It is a no-brainer that if India is to emerge as a compeh'ﬁve steel

producer by 2047 the profech’on extended to the steel indushy

must be phased down. "
- Montek S Ahluwalia Shishir Oupfa, Rishita Sachdeva
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NEWS / OPINION / COLUMNS / Fifth CPC plenum shows, in Xi Jinping's China, no tiger is too big to fall

Fifth CPC plenum shows, in Xi Jinping’s
China, no tiger is too big to fall

Chinese military modernisation and expansion is so far advanced that it requires greater political oversight
over decision-making within the PLA so that political goals and the military means to achieve them are better
aligned

Written by:

Jabin T Jacob,
Devendra Kumar

6 min read
Nov 2, 2026 04:47 PM IST Vv

#~  Make us preferred
&7 source on Google
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Context

Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Parfy of China in 2012, when Xi Jinping took over as

general secrefary, c/iscipline inspecﬁon and supervisory organs across the couery have filed 8.105 million cases

and punished 7.922 million officials. The piece arques that the signiﬁ'cance of the campaign lies in its sustained
+argeﬁn9 of the ﬁgers, the Parfy officials in senior ranks.

Bg the end of the fifth plenum of the 20th Central Committee, 5/ full and alternate members had been
expe//ed, about an eighfh of the membership and an unprecedenfed number in the posf—/\/\ao period. The
plenum issued a communiqué on Parfg se/f—govemance, and the piece reads it for what this approach means

beyond China's borders.

The authors are respecﬁvely director and associate fellow at the Centre of Excellence for Hima/ayan Studies,
Shiv Nadar Universify, Delhi NCR. They exp/ain how a Central Committee is composed, read the
communiclué's /anguage on c/evelolomemL and securify, and take the promoﬁon of General Zhang Shengmin as a

sign of ﬁghfer po/iﬁcal oversigH over the PLA.
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_ B How the Central Vo i il = Beeh B
The sca'e of fhe camPaign : ow e Cen ra Comml ee IS oul ac ar y

Since the 18th National Congress in
2012, discipline inspecﬁon and

Congress elects a Central Committee of approximaiely

200 full members and 170-0dd alternate members:
the full members choose the po/iiburo of about 25,
and it is from the po/iiburo that the Sianding

Committee, including the 9eneral secrefary, are

supervisory organs across the
country have filed 8.105 million
cases and punished 7.922 million
officials. Of the millions punished,
463 are officials regisfered at and
supervised by the CPC Central

Committee, which is to say very

chosen. Full members include party secretaries and
governors of provinces, central government ministers,
miliiary leaders at the theatre command level heads
of Central /\/\i/iiary Commission deparimenfs, and

heads of national-level organisaiions such as the All

China Women's Federation and the All China
Federation of Trade Unions.

senior officials including Central

Committee members.

e unprecedem‘ed purge : By the end of the fifth p/enum of the 20th Central Committee, a total of
51 members, full and alternate, had been expe/lecl, an unprecedenied number in the posi-/\/\ao period.

At the end of the I8th and 19th Central Committees the numbers were respecﬁve/y 9 and 12, so
approximaie/y an eighfh of the 20th Central Committee membership were removed before the full term

COHCIUdZCI.
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Analytical Crux

I. Like other aspecfs of po/icymaking, China's economic po/icymaking
too is increasing/y +op-down and centralised and Xi seeks to shape
local economic po/icies and their imp/emenfaﬁon erough the
appointment of officials who are competent economic administrators
and also hew to his po/ih’ca/ agenda of firm Parfy control over the

CCOHOMH.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. The Parfy has noted that safeguarding China's deve/opmemL interests has become
even more arduous. [his is a recipe for 9reafer pressure both on Chinese enfer‘prises

engaged abroad and on foreign enferprises doing business in or with China.

3. The CMC was reduced to just two members in Januarg this year and the sole
vice-chairman (eneral Zhang Shengmin, a poliﬁca/ commissar with a focus on anti-
corrupﬁon work not a battlefield commander, has now been promofed to the

polifburo; this suggesfs that Chinese milifarg modernisation and expansion is so far
advanced that it requires greater poliﬁcal oversighwL over decision-making within the

PLA so that po/iﬁca/ 9oals and the mi/ifary means to achieve them are better aligned.

Verbatim Quotes

"Xi is c/earlg making a case for his continuance in power for a fourth

term at the 2lst Parfy Congress at the end of next year-. )
- Jabin T jOCOb, Devendm Kumar
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Morgenthau: A realist ethic

Morgenthau: A realist ethic

A new biography by David Sacks finds the ideals beneath theorist Hans Morgenthau’s hard-

edged realism.

Ved Shinde 2 November 2026 3 min read

In the long 20th century, no one became more associated with the concept of “realism” than
the formidable thinker Hans J. Morgenthau. He was the first to offer a smooth, frictionless
theory of international politics, drawing on the Hobbesian view of human nature: humans are

conflict-ridden, imperfect, and tragic.

The piece reviews The Realist, David Sacks's new biography of Hans J. /V\orgem‘hau, the thinker most
associated with realism in the /ong 20th cem‘ury and the first to offer a smooth. frictionless fheorg of

international po/iﬁcs c/rawing on the Hobbesian view of human nature.

[ts argumemL is that /\/\orgenfhau's realism sprang from high ideals and not from cynicism. Statecraft
for him. was an ethic of responsibi/ify, and to be real meant objecﬁvify; the review traces this from
Max Weber's influence Hvrough /\/\or‘genfhau's flighf from Nazi Germang to his criticism of the war in

Vietnam.

The author writes in the Lowg Institute's Inferprefer. He follows the biogr‘aphg Hwough
/\/\or‘genfhau's life and pub/ic career, records the misjudgemenfs Sacks charts. and closes on what

realism has become since. and on Hemy Kissinger's verdict that everyone who faughf the su@ecf after

him had to start with his reflections.
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Morgenthau: A realist ethic

‘ Facts ‘

H The life behind the fheory : H The route to Chicago : By 932,
/V\orgem%au was born in Coburg in 190% as Germang buckled under the
to a Jewish fami/g under a father of strict dgsfopia of Nazism, /\/\orgenfhau
(erman sensibi/ify. Harrowing incidents as escaped to (eneva, then Madrid
a schoo/boy left a young Hans convinced and fina//g New York. After suffering
that no matter how well he assimilated. he some years in the vortex of academic
would a/wags be an outsider in Germang, po/iﬁcs at the Universifg of Kansas,
and in a school essay he wrote that he secured a temporary feaching
"human nature is prone to inclinations that position at the Universify of Chicago
can thwart all /aw-abiding conduct in their and would soon write his seminal
unbridled power". tome, Politics /‘\mong Nations.

_ Vietnam, and the misjudgemenfs - Ear/g in the war /\/\orgem%au made it a poimL to visit
Vietnam and evaluate the 9round rea/ifg himself, and quick/g perceived that no concrete
American interests were being defended there. Sacks also charts his misjudgemenf of Anwar

Sadat's intentions in making a peace deal with Israel. and covers his deep intellectual bond

with the Hweologian Reinhold Niebuhr and his friendship with the phi/osopher Hannah Arendt.
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Analytical Crux

l. /\/\orgenfhau found companionship in the works of Max Weber not
to romanticise power but to see it in service of higher values, and this

idea would animate /\/\orgem‘hau's Hn’nking for a /ong time.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. /V\orgenfhau's grimy and sometimes po/iﬁca//g incorrect realism sprung
from the kernels of high ideals: for him, statecraft was not simp/e cynicism,
it was an ethic of responsibi/ify, and as he himself pu+ it while eva/uaﬁng
the work of the historian E. H. Carr, it is a dangerous Hn’ng to be a

Machiavelli and a disastrous Hn'ng to be a Machiavelli without virtu.

3. /\/\orgenfhau quick/g perceived that no concrete American interests
were being defended in Vietnam and that the war was a morass of
misplaced presﬁge, bluff. and excessive ideologica/ rhetoric: his realism was

not a caricature of perpefua/ hawkism.

Verbatim Quotes

"A true realist did not asphgxim‘e truth. To be real meant

objecﬁvify. "

- Ved Shinde
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Falklands: Argentina’s new legal fight over the Sea Lion oil project

.

Falklands: Argentina’s new legal fight
over the Sea Lion oil project

Argentina has taken its Falklands oil fight to an international court - but the case may stumble

at the first hurdle.

Donald R Rothwell 2 November 2026 5 min read

The longstanding Argentina-United Kingdom Falkland Islands dispute is back in the global

headlines. The UK endorsement of the offshore “Sea Lion (3 project in waters to the north of

the islands has seen Argentina respond by commencing a legal challenge.

The United Kingdom's endorsement of the offshore Sea Lion prcy’ecf in waters to the north of the
Falkland Islands has broughL the /\rgenﬁna—Unifed Kingdom dispufe back into the headlines. and
/‘\rgenﬁna has responded by commencing a /egal cha/lenge under the 1982 United Nations Convention on

the Law of the Sea.

The cha”enge is Two pronged: an initial recluesvL for provisiona/ measures before the Hamburg-based
[nternational Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, with a final determination bg an Arbitral Tribunal to follow.
The piece's ar‘gumemL is that alfhough /‘\rgenﬁna has framed its claim around UNCLOS, the core of the

case is the territorial dispufe over the islands, and that is wherejurisdicﬁon becomes the first hurdle.

The author writes in the Lowy [nstitute's Inferprefer. He sets the case againm‘ the 2016 South China
Sea Arbitration and the Chagos /‘\rchipe/ago case, reads the compeﬁng titles to the islands, and notes the
po/iﬁcs in Buenos Aires. London and Washingfon that surrounds the hearing.
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I project and the timetable :
The Sea Lion hydrocarbon
exp/oifaﬁon licences have been
9ram‘ed to Navitas Petroleum
operating in conjunction with
Rockhopper Exploraﬁon, in an area
located approximafe/g |07 nautical
miles to the north of the islands
and covering 541km2. ITLOS
hearings are scheduled for 10-II
November 2026, and a decision on
that phase of the case can be

expecfed soon after.

Falklands: Argentina’s new legal fight over the Sea Lion oil project

Facts ‘

The competing titles : /\rgenﬁna's claim to the
Malvinas is founded in Papa/ Bul/s, ponﬁﬁ'ca/
decrees dividing parts of the Roman Catholic
world which /‘\rgenﬂna arques were 9iven Iega/
substance by the I4+94% Trecn‘y of lordesillas.
There has never been a permanent /‘\rgenﬁne
settlement on the islands other than temporary
mi/ifary occupation during the 1982 Falklands
War: the islands have an approximafe popu/aﬁon
of 3.500. and a 2013 referendum voted by a 99.8
per cent majority fo remain a British Overseas

Terrifory.

Wherejurisdicﬁon bites : [TLOS, as a tribunal established under UNCLOS, has under Article
286Jurisdicﬁon to determine dispufes concerning the inferprefaﬁon or applicaﬁon of the

convention. [t does not have fhejurisdicﬁona/ capacify to determine territorial dispufes under

9enera/ international law, which in pracﬂce are matters fradiﬁonallg within the remit of the

[nternational Court of Justice.
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Analytical Crux

/. /\rgenﬁna's UNCLOS /ega/ case is that the UK is i//ega//g exp/oiﬁng
the continental shelf seabed to the north of the islands, that Sea Lion
will result in environmental impacf and damage, and that the UK's

conduct in issuing the Sea Lion exp/orah’on licences is an aggravaﬁon of

the dispufe over the maritime areas adjacenf to the islands.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

2. The most prominemL was the 2016 South China Sea Arbitration, where the
Phi/ippines neaﬂy sidesiepped the territorial dispuies and instead focused on

China's maritime claims, island reclamation acﬁviiy, and artificial island bui/ding
within areas of the Philippines Exclusive Economic Zone. and there was never a
need for a determination to be made as to who had territorial sovereigm‘g over

what feature.

3. /\rgeniina's claim could therefore fall at the first hurdle. and Buenos Aires is
no doubt aware of this cha//enge; [TLOS, however, has 9enerallg been reluctant to

take a narrow view of iisjurisdicﬁon and to deng hearing a case broughi before it.

Verbatim Quotes

“If the UK has sovereigm‘g over the islands, then Sea Lion is a

/egifimaie act of exp/oraiion and exp/oiiaiion of the continental

shelf.”

- Donald R Rothwell
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UPSC LINK

« PSIR Paper 11, 2026: What is UNCLOS? Explain its salient features.
« PSIR Paper 11, 2026: Discuss various methods of Balance of Power.

« PSIR Paper 11, 2026: Theories of international relations which claim
objectivity inevitably harbour subjective biases. Elucidate.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: Accelerating of Chinese influence across South
Asia is fundamentally reshaping the region's geopolitical landscape. This is a
big foreign policy challenge for India. Analyse.

* GS Paper II, 2026: Is the right to vote a fundamental right? Discuss the
position of the Election Commission of India while undertaking the revision
of electoral rolls. Can it also examine the question of citizenship of voters?

« PSIR Paper I, 2025: There is a debate on the procedure for appointment
of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners to the
Election Commission of India. Analyse its various aspects.

* GS Paper III, 2025: What are the challenges before the Indian economy
when the world is moving away from free trade and multilateralism to
protectionism and bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?

* GS Paper III, 2025: Discuss the rationale of the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme. What are its achievements? In what way can the
functioning and outcomes of the scheme be improved?
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