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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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Supreme Court upholds power of State legislatures to impose additional levy on sales tax

Supreme Court upholds power of State
legislatures to impose additional levy on
sales tax

The legal question was relerred to a lareer bench nearly 27 vears ago.

Debavan Roy X

Published on: 04 Nov 2026, 11:17am - 3 min read

A seven-judge Constitution Bench led by Chief Justice of India Surga Kant held on % November that State

/egis/afures may impose an additional tax, surchar‘ge or cess calculated on an exisﬁng sales or purchase tax.

The reference had waited near‘ly fwenfy—seven years: the conﬂicﬁng approaches were placed before seven

J'udges in 1999 and the dispufe itself came from Section 5A of the Orissa Sales Tax Act. 1947.

The constitutional quesﬂon was where such a Ievy sits. Enfry 54 of List II lets States tax the sale or
purchase of goods; Enfry 82 of the Union List gives Parliament the power to tax income. The appe//anfs
ar‘gued that a surcharge measured as a percenfage of sales tax payab/e was in substance a tax on a dealer's

income, and so beyond the State's compefence.

The Bench answered the reference without deciding it afresh. Because the statutes under which the levies
were imposed have since been substituted or r‘ep/aced, it held the quesﬁon academic and left the field to S
Kodar v. State of Kerala, the five—judge ruling of an earlier era. Justice KV Viswanathan wrote a concurring

opinion examining Hoechst and India Cement.
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Supreme Court upholds power of State legislatures to impose additional levy on sales tax

Facts

H The Bench and fhe reference . The

seven-judge Constitution Bench

comprisec/ CJI Surgo Kant and Justices

KV Viswanathan, SVN Bhatti Joymo/go
Bogchi, NV /\njorio, Arun Palli and V

Mohana. The conf/icﬁng approoches
odopfed in earlier Suloreme Court
juo/gmemLs led to the reference being
ploced before sevenjudges in 1999 and

Hvejuo/gmemL delivered was pronounced

by CJI Kant.

H The Ievy under cha”enge . The

dispufe arose from a cho//enge to

Section 5A of the Orissa Sales Tax
Act. 1947, which imposed additional tax
at 10 per cent on dealers hoving annual
turnover between %10 lakh and 3
crore, and |5 per cent on those
exceeding 2| crore. The oppe/lonfs
quesﬂoned whether such a /evg could be

imposed under Emtrg Sk of the State
List.

The precedem‘s in play : S Kodar v. State of Kerala, a five—judge bench, uphe/d additional

sales tax and rejecv‘ed the contention that the Ievy was effecﬁvely a tax on income. Hoechst

Pharmaceuticals v. State of Bihar, a eree-judge bench. uphe/o/ a surchorge on sales tax.

The op,oe/lonfs relied on India Cement v. State of Tamil Nadu, which the nine-judge ru/ing in
Mineral Area DevelopmemL /\ufhorifg v. Steel /\ufhorifg of India later overruled.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. The Court said that the statutes under which the levies

were imposed have since been substituted or rep/acec/, and
therefore the quesh’on did not survive for adjudicaﬁon; the
quesﬁon referred to is of no pracﬁca/ significance and now

OCGd@MiC, and 'H')@ reference hGS e be answered according/g.

2. An additional tax or surcharge compufed as a percentage of
the sales tax pagab/e is an enhancement of the rate of sales tax
and a tax on the sale or purchase of 9oods within Enfry 54 of
List II as it then stood: that decision continues to hold the
field and the /egis/aﬁve compe%ence of the State /egis/afure e

levg the impugned surcharge itself shall be governed by the law
declared in S Kodar.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

G Legislaiive competence must be determined by the
nature of the tax rather than its additional character: the
appe//anis had relied on the seven—judge bench decision in
India Cement v. State of Tamil Nadu which invalidated a
cess connected with mining roga/ig; however. the nine-

J'udge bench ruling in Mineral Area Deve/opmeni /\uihoriiy
v. Steel /\uihoriig of India had overruled India Cement.

Verbatim Quotes

"The quesiion referred to is of no praciica/ significance and now

academic”

- Supreme Court of India
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Democrats win House and Senate: Why Donald Trump failed the midterm test

NEWS OPINION COLUMNS Democrats win House and Senate: Why Donald Trump failed the midterm test

Democrats win House and Senate: Why
Donald Trump failed the midterm test

The single biggest backlash against the Trump administration in the midterms stems from the reversal of its
campaign promise not to start new wars. The cost of ‘theRran war has landed squarely on American households

Written by:
Vivek Mishra

5 min read
Nov 4, 2026 01.14 PM IST WV

#  Make us preferred
source on Google

</ Share

Americans voted in the midterm elections on 3 November 2026 and Vivek Mishra reads the result as a
verdict on a record rather than a swing of the pendulum. His frame is the 2024 presidenﬁal election,
which defied expecfed voﬁng paHerns and expressed a desire for change; the midterms. on his account,

measure how that change is faring, and every vector poimLs one way.

The backlash he describes is economic before it is poliﬁca/. The promise to end the forever wars was
reversed. and the cost of the Iran war reached American households as the prices of food fuel
morfgages, farm inpufs and travel. The tariff wars were built on the premise that other countries would

pay America's bill and the evidence he cites poimLs the other way.

Democratic control of both chambers hands Congress the power of the purse and the aufhorh‘y to conduct
oversighf. Mishra arques, even so, that the executive has towered over the Iegislafure, and at times the

judiciary, Hvr‘oughouvL the second term and that foreign po/icg will not bend to the new arithmetic.
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Democrats win House and Senate: Why Donald Trump failed the midterm test

‘ Facts ‘

B Who actually paid the B Where the 2024 coalition
tariffs : A January 2026 sfudg frayed : Texas is the clearest case:
bg the Kiel Institute for the no Democrat had won a Senate race
World Economy ana/gsed some there since 1988 and James lalarico
25 million shipmemLs worth near/y defeated Ken Paxton with almost 55
$4 trillion and found that US per cent of the vote share. Mishra
imporfers and consumers bore also records Democratic wins in
around 96 per cent of the tariff Ohio, lowa and Kansas, and in the
burden. with foreign expom‘ers swing states of North Carolina,
absorbing on/y about per cent. Georgia and /\/\ichigan.

The executive did not pause for the vote : The administration struck Qeshm
[sland on/y hours before Americans went to the polls, which Mishra reads as a
sign that executive overreach in external affairs will continue whatever Congress

now looks like.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. Voters rallied behind Trump in Z0Z% to reverse

i//ega/ immigraﬁon, bring investment to America. create
J'obs at home and end the forever wars: his record on

ZGCh O?c H’)@S@ promises l’)GS now beenjudged.

2. [he tariff wars rested on the premise that other

countries would foot America's bill and the evidence now
poimLs the other way; investment does not translate
direcf/g imLojobs, andjob creation depends on fraining
and skills deve/opmemﬂ which take years to bear fruit.



Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. Democratic control of both houses could alter the

domestic course of a marked/y execuﬁve-heavy
administration, but the executive's remarkable capach‘g
to tower over the /egis/afure has withstood the tfest of
time and circumstance, and countries would be mistaken
fo p/ace their bets on the American /egis/afure rather

than on a pugnacious executive.

Verbatim Quotes

‘Far from taxing other countries, the taritts have proved an own

goa/, fa//ing on the American economy."

- Vivek Mishra
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What's happened to the global rules-based order?

What’s happened to the global rules-
based order?

Trump’s tariffs bruise trade, but self-interest keeps economic cooperation largely intact.

Stephen Grenville 4 November 2026 5 min read

Context

Two readings of the rules-based order sit side by side. and the piece sets them againsvL each other. For those
who come to it from international relations and securifg, the rules are fixed tablets, and the assault on trade is
a break in hisfory. For economists, the rules are an accumulation of agreememLs and undersfandings that make

international dealing easier. and H:ey will bend rather than break.

The economists’ case rests on a reading of how 9loba/isaﬁon acfually grew. World trade as a share of oufpuf
rose sfeeply after 1950, but the Bretton Woods machinery that is supposed to explain it had a/ready
weakened: the fixed exchange rates took effect late, broke down within a decade. and ended with Nixon in 1971.

Globalisation went on growing as the institutions afrophied.

What follows is an argumemL about what holds cooperaﬁon fogefher. [f the economic rules are /<ep7L in p/ace by
mutual self-interest rather than bg a hegemon enfor‘cing them. then tariffs damage the couery imposing them
and trade reroutes. Where self-interest does not opemfe, the author is far less sanguine: aid refugee

programmes and Hve P@SPOHSC to climafe change have no SUC!’) se/f—correcﬁng fOf‘CZ.
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What's happened to the global rules-based order?

‘ Facts ‘

B How far g’obah’saﬁon ran : World B The institutions weakened ear’y :
trade, impor%s and exporfs taken fogefher The Bretton Woods conference was held
as a share of GDP rose from 15 per cent in 1944, [ts fixed exchange rates did not
in 1950 to almost 60 per cent in 202%. come into pracﬁcal effect until the late
International investment grew from almost [950s and largely broke down within a
nofhing after the Second World War to decade, with the final nail hammered
around 5 per cent of GDP in 2007, home by President Nixon's ending of go/d
carrying manageria/ and technical converﬁbilify in 1971. Successive GAT T
knowhow as well as finance. International rounds of tariff reduction ran out of
trade grew faster than GDP until 2008 steam even before the failed Doha Round
and has kepf pace since. in 2001.

B Where the rules were already honoured in the breach : The most-favoured-nation
principle of the GAT T and WTO requires countries fo freat all countries alike. In practice
blocs such as the European Union discriminate against outsiders and maintain substantial
profecﬁon for po/iﬁca//g favoured agriculfure, and preferenﬂal arrangemenfs sfyled as free-

trade agreememLs have become common. Public assent never followed: demonstrations againsvL

the WTO took p/ace in Seattle in 1999.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. Economists agree that this g/oba/isaﬁon Was huge/y beneficial
for growfh and /iving standards, but Hweg arque that much of this
would have happened without any hegemon orchesfraﬁng the
process or enforcing the rules: g/oba/isaﬁon grew even as the
Bretton Woods institutions m‘rophied, and the enab/ing environment
pre—dm‘ed the system and didnt end with its effective demise.

2. Most of the economic rules are se/f—po/icing, se/f—adjusﬁng and
maintained by the powerfu/ incentivising force of mutual self-
interest: deve/oping and mainfaining such rules relies on both parﬁes
beneﬁHing, otherwise H)ey will not sign up, and g/oba/ trade is

infrinsica//y win-win. not the zero-sum tussle Trump envisages.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. Beyond international trade the damage may be
greater: not all international interactions are motivated
and maintained bg self-interest: international aid and
humanitarian efforts have been weakened and
collective-action cha//enges, nofab/g efforts to contain
climate change, benetit from a coordinaﬁng hegemon, SO

the deparfure from the Paris Accord is a serious blow.

Verbatim Quotes

"Irade finds a way around barriers, like f/owing water.

- Sfephen Grenville
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The Ganges Treaty at 30: Why water sharing is not enough

Home | Research | Essay Series | Expert Speak

The Ganges Treaty at 30: Why Water ¢
Enough

AUTHOR : NILANJAN GHOSH

Expert Speak Terra Nova

©

Published on Nov 03, 2026 ‘ (G Add as preferred on Google

Context
The 1996 Ganges V\/afer-Sharing Treafy between India and Bangladesh complefes its fhim‘y-year term on |2

December 2026, and its operaﬁonal phase is already over: the last scheduled auanfum of water flowed from the
Farakka Barrage to Bangladesh on 3l /V\ay 2026. What follows is either a renewal a renegoﬁaﬁon, or a further

poliﬁcisaﬁon of water between two riparian neighbours.

The poliﬁcs has changed around the river. Sheikh Hasina's removal in 202% and the emergence of a BNP-led
9overnmen+ under Tarique Rahman have altered the diplomaﬁc seHing, and the BNP's Iong criticism of the Farakka
arr‘angemenfs makes guaranfeed dry—season flows a sensitive demand. The piece insists that geography does not

move with po/iﬁcs, and that sub-national interests in Bihar and West Bengal must inform India’s posiﬁon.

[ts central objecﬁon is concepfual. The 1996 Treafy divides a quantity of water and stops there. [t recognises
neither the river's sediment regime nor its ecosysfem services. and a fixed minimum 9uaran+ee of the kind
Bang/adesh seeks would load the whole burden of climate-induced sharfage on the upstream state while fe//ing us
noHn’ng about what the delta itself needs.
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The Ganges Treaty at 30: Why water sharing is not enough

‘ Facts ‘

B What the Treaty actually divides : B T quarantee Bangladesh wants
FFlows are shared at Farakka between | back : Bangladesh seeks to reinstate a
January and 3l /\/\ag in fen-day allocation minimum guarantee similar to the
periods. When availabi/ifg is /0,000 provision in the 1977 agreememﬂ under
cusecs or less the water is divided eclua//g; which it was 9uaran+eed at least 80 per
between 70,000 and 75.000 cusecs cent of its scheduled allocation cluring
Bang/adesh receives 35 000 cusecs and speciﬁed lean-season periods even when
India the balance: above 75,000 cusecs actual availabi/ifa fell short. The author
India receives +0. 000 cusecs and holds that such a bincling volumetric
Bang/adesh the remainder. Flows below floor would place an asymmetric burden
50.000 cusecs frigger immediate of hadro/ogica/ risk on the upsh"eam
consultations between the governments. country.

B The measurement nobody expecfed : Drg-season flows recorded at the Hardinge Bria/ge in
Bang/adesh were genera//g higher than releases from Farakka cluring the period examined with
contributions from tributaries inc/uding the Mahananda and possib/e groundwafer interactions
offered as exp/anaﬁons. These numbers favour upsfream India in hadrodiplomacy, which has

been arquing for a higher share in the renegoﬁaﬁons.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Analytical Crux ‘

I. The agreement emerged from a pamd:’gm often described
elsewhere as reductionist or arithmetic hydro/ogy; this
approach reduces the comp/exify of river systems to quantities
of water available for allocation often neg/ecﬁng the eco/ogica/,
geomorpho/ogica/, economic. and institutional processes that

sustain the river basin.

2. A fixed volumetric guarantee that remains binding
irrespective of actual flows could impose an asymmetric burden
of hgdro/ogica/ risk on the upsfream counfrg, and could leave
India bearing a disproporﬁonafe share of climate-induced
shom‘ages, regard/ess of its domestic needs: river flows cannot

be assumed to follow hisforica//g observed paHems indeﬂ'nife/g.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. Environmental flows are not merelg minimum quantities of
water passing erough a parﬁcular poimL in a river: Hrey
encompass the quantity, timing, duration, frequency, qua/ify,
and variabi/ify of tlows required To sustain aquah’c ecosgsfems;
consequenﬂg, an unconditional minimum allocation determined
fhrough international bargaining bears little relation to the
river's eco/ogica/ requiremenfs, and reverses the /ogic of

sustainable water governance.

Verbatim Quotes

"geopo/iﬁcal diversification cannot alter the geogmphica/ rea/h‘y of

hydro/ogica/ inferdependence"
- Ni/anjan (thosh
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Business, unusual: On engaging with the Myanmar junta

Home / Opinion |/ Editorial

Business, unusual: On engaging with the
Myanmar junta
Engaging with the Myanmar junta is a short-sighted move

Updated - November 04, 2026 12:54 am IST

Months after an election that insfal/edjunfa chiet Min /\ung Hlaing as /\/\ganmar's civilian President, the
milifary is still at war with its own popu/aﬁon, and the editorial begins from the indifference that has let

it continue. More than a lakh people are estimated to have died since the 202I coup, many of them in
fighﬁng between fhejunfa and the anﬁ-coup Peop/e s Defence Forces and ethnic armed organisaﬁons.

Around that indifference a queue of suitors has formed. China wants an outlet to the Indian Ocean and
securify for its oil and gas pipe/ines, and has dealt with fhejunfa and with powerful rebel groups at the

same time. New Delhi wants to revive its stalled Act East policy, including the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transporf Prqjecf. V\/ashingfon is after heavy rare earths.

The editorial s objecﬁon is pracﬁcal rather than moral alone. Every commercial case being made assumes
a settled couery, and Hrejunfa is the reason there is not one. ASEAN still swears by its Five-Point

Consensus while its members do business with a regime that has flouted every poin+ of it.
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Business, unusual: On engaging with the Myanmar junta

‘ Facts ‘

B The scale of the war : More - Be!'jing p’aying both sides : Beying facntlg
than a lakh peop/e are estimated allowed three ethnic armed organisations to
to have died since the 202| coup. launch an offensive in Shan and Rakhine
Tnejunfa has killed thousands of States in late 2023, and has since pressured
civilians in air strikes on vi/lages two of them into ceasefires and into returning
in rebel-held areas to terrorise seized territory. It also backed the January
communities into giving up their election, while dea/ing with rebel groups such
resistance. Russia and China are as the Kachin Independence Organisaﬁon,
its principa/ arms supp/iers, with whose ferrifory is rich in rare earths and
the former supp/yingjefs that jade, and the United Wa State /‘\rmg, which
were used to bomb civilians. runs a massive tin mine.

_ The queue of visitors : Since being sworn in. Min /\ung H/aing has visited India,
Thailand. Vietnam and three other ASEAN member-states. United States officials
r‘eporfed/g held secret talks with Hwejum‘a in Tokgo in June and October, and a senior

delegaﬂon met Min /‘\ung Hlaing in Nagpgidaw in Sepfember. Japan is reporfed/g pressing
the Financial Action Task Force to take /V\ganmar off its blacklist.
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Analytical Crux ‘

l. Thejunfa has exp/oifed that inditference and a
shiﬂing geopo/iﬁca/ situation to act with impunh‘y;

Russia and China, its principa/ arms supp/iers, have
stood bg it with the former supp/ging J'efs that were

used to bomb civilians.

2. ASEAN still swears by its Five-Point Consensus.

which calls for an end to violence and dia/ogue, Hef its
members seem more than eager to do business with a

regime that has flouted every poimL.



Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. What these shorf—sighfed overtures miss is that

trade thrives in a couery at peace, not one where
armed groups are perennia//y baH/ing for control: the
junta which has killed its citizens and has scuttled every
move towards democmcy cannot deliver that peace, and
unless the genem/s are made to answer for their war

crimes, /\/\yanmar will remain a war zone.

Verbatim Quotes

‘trade thrives in a country at peace, not one where armed groups

are perennia/ly baH/ing for control”

- The Hindu
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UPSC LINK

« PSIR Paper I, 2026: Evaluate the Centre-State relation with reference to
Article 293 and analyze its implications for the Indian federal structure.

« PSIR Paper I, 2026: Discuss the causes and consequences of inter-State
water disputes in India.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: Discuss the main features of the land-boundary
agreement between India and Bangladesh.

* GS Paper I1, 2026: Examine how the separation of powers is practised in
India compared to the rigid presidential model of the United States of
America. In this context, compare the actual authority of the Indian Prime
Minister with that of the President of the USA.

* GS Paper 1, 2026: “Water resources are both an asset and a source of
conflict in South Asia.” Examine this statement giving examples.

« PSIR Paper II, 2025: How successtul has the ‘ASEAN Plus Three’ been
in addressing regional problems? Support your answer with specific
examples.

* PSIR Paper 11, 2024: “Deglobalisation is displacing globalisation.”
Comment.

« PSIR Paper II, 2024: Discuss the implications of the scrapping of the
Free Movement Regime with Myanmar by the Indian Government on the
complex ethno-political dynamics of the north-eastern region.
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