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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily ]
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every CIOH, alongside fhe day's sources b@’OW

[ Day-wise Sources }

I\/Ionday ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon} . Foreign Affairs - The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
WedneSday Firsfposf . South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World /‘\ffairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Vivekananda [nternational Foundaﬁon)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance. articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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NEWS / OPINION / COLUMNS / India's time will come. For now, it is a middle power in a bi-multipolar world

India’s time will come. For now, it is a middle
power in a bi-multipolar world

Both the US and China pose a challenge for India. Neither is an option in dealing with the other. Neither can be
weaponised against the other.

Written by:
Sanjaya Baru

Nov 6, 2026 06:44 AM IST Vv 4 n
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Context

Sanjaya Baru opens with Subrohmangom Jaishankar's rep/g to a European interlocutor who wondered whether
India. like the European states. was a middle power rather than a Big Power: India the minister said was a power
in the middle. Baru uses the quip to reopen a harder quesﬁon. China's rise over two decades, and the s/owing of

India’s 9rowfh over the last one, have unsettled the claim about India’s place in the world.

The argumenf runs fhrough economic performance. Baru holds that economic status alone does not define power or
influence. but that it matters, and that the world's view of India changed at the turn of the cemLury when growfh
improved and Indian information fechno/ogy became sough+ after. He then sets c19c1ins1L this the exaggerafed claims

of recent years, the slower growfh of the posf decade, and China's emergence as a knowledge power.

Baru's conclusion is that India should concede middle-power status rather than prefend to a third pole. He
describes the presemL order as bi—mu/ﬁpolor, with the United States and China as the two powers of globol reach

and several middle powers defining the other ends. India's route, on this reading, lies in alliances with Russia the

Europeon Union, the United Kingdom, Jopon, Brazil and South Africa. and in sfobilh‘y with both gionfs.
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u Growth rates behind the u The books that framed India's

reassessment : Baru records rise : [he Goldman Sachs BRIC
India’s Iong—ferm growﬂv rising from reporf, c/ubbing India with China,

3.5 per cent in 1950-80 to 6.0 per Brazil and Russia. appeared in 200l
cent in 1980-2010, with a peak of the same year as Sfephen P Cohen's
over 8.0 per cent during India: Emerging Power. [he Japanese
2003-2010. He adds that Viksit cliplommL Hiroshi Himbagashi titled his
Bharat by 20%7 would require the book India: The Last Super Power,
economy to grow well above 8.0 per and by 2007 Lee Kuan Yew was

cent a year over the next decade. cal/ing China and India two engines of
which he does not expect. Asia's rise.

Claims the author disputes : Baru writes that the Prime Minister claimed national
income would reach $5 trillion by 2020, and that officials last year claimed India is
now the third Iarges7L economy when it is still the sixth Iargesf. He also recalls being
asked by K Subrahmanyam to write a paper for the National Securify /‘\dvisory Board
in 2000.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. Economic status alone does not define either power or

influence in world affairs. but it matters: India's /ong—

term growfh, rising from 3.5 per cent in 1950-80 to 6.0
per cent in 1980-2010. made the world look at India with

new ZHZS.

2. Between 2010 and 2025 China emerged as a

know/edge power with advanced capabi/h‘ies in science and
+echno/ogy, and the BJP's obsession with electoral
dominance at home and the un/eashing of bigofrg,
majoritarianism and antediluvianism have combined to

damage the narrative of India's rise.
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‘ Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. The g/oba/ balance of power sgsfem is best seen as
a bi—mu/ﬁpo/ar sysfem, with the US and China as the
two dominant powers with g/oba/ reach: it is best to

build alliances with other middle powers inc/uding
Russia £EU UK Japan, Brazil and South Africa.

Verbatim Quotes

“In this sysfem, there is no poimL in India prefending to be a third

big power. "

— Sanjaga Baru
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Home | Research | Essay Series | Expert Speak

Normalisation Without Trust: The Security Limits of India's
China Reset

AUTHOR : HRITIKA SHARMA

Expert Speak Young Voices

X &« @ O

K

Published on Nov 05, 2026 G Add as preferred on Google ©

Context

Hritika Sharma takes a single stalled proposo/ as her em‘ry poim‘. In Jonuory 2026 /‘\/ipog+, the cross-border
paymemLs network run by Ant International proposed Iinking up with India’s Unified PogmemLs [nterface so
that Indian travellers could pay merchants in China, Hong Kong and elsewhere in Asia. Ten months later the

proposo/ has stalled on national securify grounds, even as poliﬁco/ ties with Bei'jing have been recovering.

Her argumemL is that two fracks are moving at very different speeds. Diplomoﬁc contact, travel and porfs of
the investment regime have reopened, while paymemLs data. telecom networks, mobile opp/icoﬁons and the
boundory have not. She reads the decisions on /\/ipoy+, on Press Note 2, on Huawei and ZTE and on the app

bans as seporofe agencies arriving at the same secuthyJ'udgememL about China-linked entities.

The implicoﬁon Sharma draws is that India has learnt to seporofe engogemenf from trust. Contact, ﬂighfs
and pi/grim travel can resume because H:ey are reversible: infrastructure, data and ferrifory are not.
Boundary talks, she writes, manage the dispufe rather than settle it. and the real test of the reset will be

whether engogememL survives the next serious escalation on the border.
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B T boundary talks and their
output : The 2%+th round of Specia/
Represenfaﬁves talks was held in
India in /‘\ugusvL 2025 and the 25th in
Beying on 25 /‘\ugusvL 2026. The two

sides agreed that an ExpemL Group on

delimitation and a V\/or/<in9 Group on
border management would carry the
discussions forward, and agreed on
two additional mi/ifarg hotline
channels in the Eastern and Middle

Sectors.

u Press Note 2 and the investment

route : Press Note 2 of March 2026

narrowed what counts as land-border
ownership and allowed automatic-route
investment where land-border
shareholders hold up to 10 per cent
without control, with a 60-day timeline
for specified manufacfuring sectors such
as capifal goods, electronic componemLs
and po/ysi/icon. Entities incorporafed in

China or Hong Kong remain excluded from

that route.

B Restrictions that have not moved : Huawei and ZTE were left out of India's 5G trials in
202I and that exclusion has not been reversed. [n June 2020 India banned Tik Tok and 58
other Chinese-owned apps, and by Selm‘ember 2020 the [T /\/\inisfry told Parliament it had
blocked 224 apps under Section 69A of the IT Act. The trade deficit with China stood at

US$105.93 billion for Januarg-Sepfember Z2026.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. India is restoring contact with China across a widening
range of areas. but wifhho/ding trust where a securify
compromise would be hard to reverse: pagmemLs data,
telecom networks. apps, and the boundary itself: what is
emerging is selective normalisation not sfrafegic

mpprochemenf.

2. [he stalled /\/ipag+ and UPI Iink-up is a new decision
taken during the thaw not a 2020 holdover and when

ditferent agencies /<eep reaching the same answer on new
quesﬁons, the securify /ogic behind the 2020 decisions is
still shaping po/icy.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. India appears to treat engagement and trust as
distinct currencies: dip/omaﬁc contact, travel and some
investment can resume because the risks are
manageab/e or reversible while infrastructure, data and
ferrhtory carry higher and less reversible costs, and
boundary talks main/g manage the dispufe rather than

resolve ift.

Verbatim Quotes

"For now, what is being normalised is not trust, but the abilifg fo

keep a working re/ah’onship going without it."

- Hritika Sharma
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Narendra Modi isn’t Donald Trump. India’s electoral math makes it harder to humble BJP

opinion | sharpEcge | Th Fneprine

Narendra Modi isn't Donald Trump. India’s electoral math
makes it harder to humble BJP

Things are easier for BJP, with or without Gyanesh Kumar, than they are for Donald Trump. It's the numerical factor
alone that suggests Narendra Modi could beat anti-incumbency.

0 VIR SANGHVI 05 November, 2026 05:38 pm IST

Vir Sanghvi writes agcu'ns1L a mood rather than an event. Liberals everywhere, he observes, have cheered the
Repub/ican reverses in the United States mid-term elections, and many educated Indians have drawn a hopeful
para”e/ with their own po/iﬁcs. His piece asks whether that para//e/ holds, and answers that it does not hold in

the way its admirers assume.

He 9ramLs the resemblances. The speeches of victorious Democratic candidates, on the demonising of Islam, on
a po/iﬁcs of love on oligarchs growing richer. would have sounded at home in an Indian campaign. But he
arques that the Republicans did not lose because of divisive poliﬁcs. Inflation, the war with Iran and the tariffs
did the damage, and Trump's core consﬁfuency /argelg held.

The conclusion turns on arithmetic rather than sentiment. Trump fell from close to half the vote to about a
third a co//apse in a +wo—par‘+y race. India's mu/ﬁ—par‘fg sysfem sets a far lower bar, and the BJP has r‘arely
needed more than the high thirties, concentrated in the Hindi belt. On Sanghvi's reading the pam‘y could lose

9round and still form a 9overnmemL.
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Narendra Modi isn’t Donald Trump. India’s electoral math makes it harder to humble BJP

‘ Facts ‘

u The vote shares Sanghvi u

compares : Sanghvi notes that
Trump took 49.8 per cent of the

vote when he beat Kamala Harris

Where the BJP's votes are

concentrated : The BJP's seats come
from a concentration of votes in a few

areas, mosﬂg Hindi belt states. Sanghvi

and can still count on a hardcore

of around 34%-35 per cent fodag.
He sets this agains+ the BJP
which he says rare/y wins more

than 37-38 per cent of the vote

but converts that into a majorifg

arques that even a fall to 35 per cent, a
/osing figure in an American presidenﬂa/
race, would probab/g still leave the parfy

able to form a 9overnmen+ with allies, and

that it would have to drop to about 30
per cent before that became doubtful.

or near mcy'orify.

Two differences beyond the numbers : He points to the media and to timing.
Enough mainstream outlets in the United States still repomL the truth, whereas most
Indian mainstream media reporfs on/g the governmem“s successes. On ﬁming, he writes
that Modi began Hvinking months ago about next 3ear's Uttar Pradesh elections, one
reason he is fighﬁng fo keep Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar in p/ace.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. A strong man with no commitment to the ideals that his
nation was founded on can easi/g override all checks and
balances, can turn the /egis/afure into his pood/e, re/g on
the Supreme Court, terrorise the media, fargef minorities

and make a mockerg of collective decision-making.

2. lhe Repub/icans did not lose because Tr‘ump followed
socia//g divisive po/icies and preached hatred of minorities:
the po//ing evidence suggests that inflation was a powerfu/
factor in these defeats, so was the unnecessary and
interminable war with Iran. and so were the foolish taritfs

Trump levied on most of the world.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. Ina mu/ﬁ-parfg system like India the ﬁ'gures
required for vicfory are fofa/lg different. because the
BJP rare/g wins more than 37-38 per cent of the vote
but gets enough seats for a majority as its votes are

concentrated in a few areas, mosﬂy Hindi belt states.

Verbatim Quotes

"But in a mu/h’-parfg sysfem like India the figures recluired for

vim‘ory are fofa//g ditferent.”
- Vir Sanghvi
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India’s theatre commands need political direction, not
endless military deliberations

Theatre commands are not about redistributing service turf. They are about how India will fight future wars, which will
increasingly be joint, multi-domain and technology-intensive.

c LT GEN H 5 PANAG (RETD) 05 November, 2026 12:37 pm IST

Context

Lt Gen HS Panag writes on the Im‘egrm‘ed Theatre Commands, which he describes as a reform in danger of being
consulted to death. Near/g seven years after the Chief of Defence Staff was appoinfed with theaterisation in his
mandate, the three services are still debaﬁng structure. A proposa/ for three commands has gone to the Defence

Minister. yef the Indian Air Force's reservations persisf.

He states the Air Force case fair/y before answering it. Aircraft are not confined to the area in which fhey are
based. force mu/ﬁp/iers are scarce, and with 29 ﬂ'gHer scluadrons againsvL an authorised 4+2.5 a permanemL division
of assets could weaken air power at the decisive poimL. Panag's answer is that allocation is not the same as division.

and that operaﬁona/ chs:"gnmenvL can be reviewed as the situation changes.

The piece ends on civi/-milifarg aufhorh‘y rather than on service doctrine. Panag holds that inter-service
disagreememL of this order cannot be settled by consensus among equals, and that the Chief of Defence Staff
carries responsibiih‘y without the aufhorify to impose a settlement. He asks the Cabinet Committee on Securh‘g to

issue a formal po/h‘ical directive, with timelines, an empowered sfeering committee and parh’amenfary oversighf.
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H The PPOPOSG' now before fhe

government : In /V\ag the former
Chief of Defence Sfaff, (eneral Anil
Chauhan, complefed the mi/ifary
deliberations and submitted a proposal

for three Theatre Commands, western

northern and maritime, to Defence
Minister Rcy'nafh Singh, endorsed by
the three Service Chiefs. Panag writes
that the existing arrangement has |7
9eogmphica//y dispersed single-service

commands.

H The Air Force posiﬂon on record : In

a P11 interview on 25 October, six datjs
before his retirement, Chief of the Air
Statt Air Chiet Marshal AP Singh said
theaterisation was not an exercise to
permanenf/g divide ﬁghfer assets
9e09raphically and that the Air Force
was fu//y committed fo jointness. He
advocated centralised control where
necessary and decentralised execution

where appropriafe, ciﬁng Operah'on
Sindoor.

B The American precedem‘s he cites : Panag notes that in the United States the Joint
Chiefs of Staff allocate resources Hvrough a Unified Command Plan approved by the
President and hold no operational command over theatre commands. Citing Admiral Arun
Prakash, he records that the United States needed the Key West /‘\greememL of 1948 and
the Goldwater-Nichols Act of 1986 to settle the question po/iﬁcal/y.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. The IAF has consisfenf/g and righf/y argued that its limited

combat resources must remain available for concentration
across mu/ﬁp/e fronts rather than being permanenﬂy tied down
to individual geographica/ theatres. but these concerns can be
addressed erough a flexible infegrafed command structure and

must not become a veto over national milifary transformation.

2. Allocation is not the same as permanent division: aircraft
can remain at their exish’ng bases, under [AF administrative
and technical control while being assigned opemﬁona//g to

Theatre Commands. and their allocation can be reviewed and

moditied according to the changing operaﬁona/ situation.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. A major restructuring of the mi/ifarg like raising of the
Infegrafed [heatre Commands cannot be left to the mi/ifary
to resolve fhrough consensus, and the Cabinet Committee on
Securify must approve the broad framework and issue a
formal po/iﬁca/ directive with the objecﬁves, command

re/aﬁonships and imp/emenfaﬁon timelines laid down.

Verbatim Quotes

“I'he government is the ultimate authority and must provide political

direction, settle inter-service differences, and ensure

imp/emenfaﬁon. i

- Lt Gen HS Panag (Rev‘d)
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Energy Turmoil Puts the Gulf of Guinea Back on the Map

Energy Turmoil Puts the Gulf of
Guinea Back on the Map

-

By Judd Devermont and Gabrielle Posner
Published on Nov 5, 2026

Context

Judd Devermont and Gabrielle Posner revisit a region \/\/ashingfon once courted and then forgof. [n 2000 the
National ImLeHigence Council expecfed West Africa to supp/y a quam‘er of North American oil imporfs by Z20I15:
the share sfayed below three per cent. The authors arque that the presemL disrupﬁon in energy markets has

reopened the case for the Gulf of Guinea as an alternative source of supp/y.

Their middle section is about what has changed on the African side. Nigeria s Petroleum ]ndush‘y Act
/‘\ngo/a s regulaforlj overhaul and Mauritania's fransparencg measures have made these economies more
investable and a regiona/ maritime securifg architecture now exists that did not exist in the 2000s. /‘\gainsvL

this Hrey set corrupﬁon, resource nationalism pipeline vandalism and kidnapping for ransom in the Niger‘ Delta.

The imp/icaﬁon Hvey draw is addressed to V\/ashingfon. They ask American researchers, dip/omafs and
oleve/opmemL finance institutions to return to the region, arquing that Chinese ﬂnancing and confracﬁng a/readg
crowd out American investment. The wider reading for others is that energy securifg is being re-ordered by

chokepoinfs and war risk, and that Atlantic suppliers gain from siHing outside them.
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Energy Turmoil Puts the Gulf of Guinea Back on the Map

‘ Facts ‘

u The region's share of world u Nigeria's reform and its shortfall :
reserves : | he Qulf of Guinea Nigeria s Petroleum Indusfry Act of 202I
defined broadly as sh"efching from created separate upstream and midstream
Mauritania to South Africa, holds regu/cn‘ors and the Nigerian National
2./ per cent of 9Iobal gas reserves Petroleum Company Limited. Shell
and +.5 per cent of 9/oba/ oil announced a $5 billion Bonga North
reserves, with unfapped offshore deepwm‘er prqjecf in 2024, and the
pofenﬁa/ in deepwm‘er blocks. Much Dangofe Refinery runs at 650,000 barrels
of its crude is /igH and sweet, a day. Even so, Nigeria missed its OPEC
commanding premium prices and quota of 1.5 million barrels a day in all but
needing less complex reﬁning than three months of 2025 /osing about $1.3I
Middle Eastern 9rades. billion.

B Maritime security built since 2013 : Twem‘y-five West and Central African states
signed the Yaound@ Code of Conduct in 2013, working Hvrough the subregiona/ bodies and
the Qulf of Guinea Commission. The United Nations Securify Council has credited that
architecture with a measurable decline in piracy since 2021 and in June 2026 six Qulf of

Ginea countries launched a Combined Maritime Task Force.
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Analytical Crux ‘

I. Two decades ago the U.9S. governmemL elevated the Gulf of

Quinea as a sfrafegic enerqy frontier driven in pamL by the

need to divershfg away from Middle Eastern oil dependence,
but record—breaking domestic oil producﬁon and imLer/ocking
regu/aforg and security cha”enges in West Africa foreclosed
this high/g touted opportunity.

2. located on the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Guinea producers

can supp/g European and American markets without +mnsi+ing

the chokepoimLs that a hostile state or nonstate actor can
exp/oif, and no rival holds structural control over the region

the way that Russia does over Central Asian pipe/ines.
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Analytical Crux (contd.)

3. Regu/aforg reform has on/g made incremental
improvements in ac/dressing deep-seafed corruption
ISSues, revenues are frequenﬂy siphoned off projecfs,
and resource nationalism remains a Hworny issue to
navigafe, while China's foothold in the enerqy sector's
infrastructure and ﬁnancing crowds out U.S. investment

and operaﬁons.

Verbatim Quotes

"No oi/-producing region is risk-free, but the relative reward the

Qulf of Guinea offers is meaningfu/. "
N JUdd Devermonf and Oabrie//e POSH@I"
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UPSC LINK

« PSIR Paper II, 2025: For India, a multipolar world order would also
mean a multipolar Asia. Comment.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: Discuss various methods of Balance of Power.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: India has adopted multi-alignment to fulfill its
core values and interests in International relations. Discuss.

« PSIR Paper II, 2026: Does power transition theory reflect the
dynamics of US-China relations?

« PSIR Paper II, 2024: Does the idea of the 21st century as ‘Asian
century’ continue to remain feasible given the growing friction between
India and China?

* PSIR Paper II, 2026: Accelerating of Chinese influence across South
Asia is fundamentally reshaping the region’s geopolitical landscape. This
is a big foreign policy challenge for India. Analyse.

* PSIR Paper I, 2026: Elucidate the prominent trends in voting
behaviour in contemporary India, and discuss how astroturfing affects the
scenario.

« PSIR Paper II, 2025: Discuss some of the key drivers of India’s new
interests in Africa which might help in developing long-term comparative
advantage over China.
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